
COFf 
Fred Karger Presidentbi ^ 

Explor̂ tpr̂ .CiommUtee 

fN 

m 

m 

Maichl4,2011 

Office of Generd Ckninsel 
Federd Election Commissioa 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Rc: MUR 6459 

- t l ^ 

-rv 

I am in recdpt of your letter of March 7,2011 regarding my oonqilaint (MUR 64S9) 
against the Iowa Fdth & Freedom Coafitum's (IFFC) Presidentid Forum. NowthiBttfae 
IFFC Forum is over, I would Ifloe to sufamit supplementd evidence to my origuid 
Gcmqilaint that furtfaer proves that the Iowa Fdtii & Freedom Coalition was not acting in 
accordance with the Federd Election Campdgn Act of 1971. 

The five potentid candidates who attended the IFFC Mardi 7,2011 Forum were not 
chosen using **pre-estd)Udied oljective criteria,** the event 
definition for a debate and the noohprofit hosting oiganization dearly supported certain 
potentid candidates for Federal Office above others. 

Large Media and FnbHc Tarnout 

Tbe Iowa Faitiift Freedom CoaUtion hdd its Preddentid Forum on March 7,2011. An 
audience of between 1,000 - 2,000 were rqxnted to have attended, plus *'1S0 state, 
nationd and intematicmd media rqpresentatives covered the event** (Attadiment 1) The 
fonnat was not a true debate, but the format was separate speeches where '̂ eadi of five 
candidates had 10 niiniites to make an impression on an eager audience.** (Attadnnent 2) 

The Iowa Fdth & Freedom Coalition oaniitnutiyrefisrred to the potidpants as 
"candidates.** it stated on its own webaite, "Don't misa the most exdtiiig politicd event 
ever hdd in IowB*s preddentid coucushistoiyr (Attachment 3) Its Press Rdease 
continiies, "This coUection of qiiedcers maiks the first event of its kiid 
(Altaduncnt 3) "There will be candidate and issue-oriented literature tables fbr you to 
browse. There wiU be opportunities for you to interact with the candidates.** (Attadnnent 
3) 

(Hyvonor Teny Branstad of Iowa p p « d die evening by Idling the audien^ 
first significaat event ofthe caucus season," He referred to those attending as "vduable** 
potentid siqypoiters.'* (Attachment 4) la Ids speedi,Ciov. Branstad stated, "I want you to 
know, these people of Faith ft Freedom here tonight are people who show up at 
caucuses.** (Attachment 2) 
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Steve Sdieffler, Preddent of the Iowa Fdth ft Freedom Coalition, rdterated that point m 
his speedi. This is the start ofthe 2012 preddentid caucus process," (Attadnnent 4). 
Rdph Reed, Nationd C!haimian of die Faith & Freedom Codition, wanned up the 
audienee with: "Are you ready to begm the proeess of dioosmg Baradc Obama's 
successor here in Iowa?" (Attachment S) 

Attendees used this opportunity to evduate the "candidates." "I thought he (Hennan 
Cain) was a very cJiarismatic, dynamic gentieman," sdd Kay (̂ uiik, a Republican who 
drove three hams down fiom Storm Lake, in northwest Iowa. Quiik sdd she had "signed 
up fin Cdn's emails and would consider caucusing for him." (Attadiment 4) 

q) Attacking Oflier Fotentfad Candidates 
Ml 
^ The Iowa Fdtii ft Freedom CkiaUtion did not act as an unbiased Stagmg orgenization of 

an educationd fisiuni, but dlowed speakera and even Rdph Reed to atladL other potentid 
candidates. ''One potentiol cendidatn wito might not have done a fledgling candidacy any 
good at tiiis event was Indiana GnviMBtdiDaniek. His caU last inonth fitf 

^ sodd issues was roundly modced by s|)eakera(RidO Santorum and Rd]d̂  
^ chdrman of the Fdth ft Freedom Coalition." (Attachment 2) Along with moddng 

IndiaiuL Gov. Mitdi Daniels, Mr. Reed's opening call to dioose Barack Obaina*s 
successor violates the neutrality guiddines ofthe FEC: "Nonprofit oiganizations... which 
do not endorse, siqjport, or oppose politicd candidates or political parties may stage 
candidate debales" (Attachment 13). 

News Coverage 

Press reports generally referred to the IFFC Forum as the kidL-ofif of the 2012 Republican 
Preddentid Primary season: 

Tlie Washinpton Post: "The 2012 Republican Presidentid race finr conservative Christian 
hearts and minds and votes got off to an unbelievd>le start yesterday." (Attachment 6) 

Red Clear Politics: "The 2012 preddentid nominating season officially began last night 
as five potentid Republican confeenders speared at a forom outsit Des Moines hosted 
by the Iowa Fdth and Freedom Codition." (Attadnnent 7) 

Sdon: "The 2012 Iowa caucus campdgn kicked off in a church on Monday night" 
(Attachment 8) 

CBS News: "Organizers cast as the kidroffto the nominatinp. contest in the key first-in-
the-nation voting state." (Attachment 9) 

The Des Moines Redsten "It was tlie first groiq>iqn>6arance ofthe developmgcan̂ )̂  
fiir the Iowa caucuses and an qpportuiiity for a first inqiression with an active 
segment of the Republican canons electorate." (Attachment 1) 



Politico: "The state's first big event ofthe preddentid campaign season, the Iowa Fdth 
and Freedom OiaUtion fimun" (Attadiment 16) 

NPR: "The 2012 Republican primaiy kidced off in earnest The occadon was an Iowa 
forum sponsored by Rdph Reed's Fdtii and Freedom Codition" (Attachment 17) 

My Compfaunt Reedved Widespread Coverage 

News of my complaint recdved extendve coverage in Iowa and throughout the countiy, 
induding: Associated Press, Chicago Tribune, Des Moines Register, Sioux Chy Journal, 
CBS News, The San Frandsoo Chronide, Mcrtfaer Jones, the Daily Caller, The Atlantic, 
WHO-TV, KCCI-TV, WHO Talk Radio, KGAN-TV Cedar Rapids and dozens of otiier 

0 tdevidon, radio, newspapers, magadnes and blogs wfaidi covered my imtid compldnt 
CO against the Iowa Fahfa ft Freedom CoaUtion, Steve Sdieffler and his Iowa Qiiistian 

AHianoe. (Attadiment 14). 
PS! 
Pj Objective vs. Subjective Criteria 

Q After my conylaint was filed (MUR 6459), Steve Scheffler stated "Potentid candidates 
N were invited based on an oljective criteria of vidnUty,finidrdsingabiUty,an̂  
^ electord success." (Attachment 10) This is vasfly different than the reason Mr. SdieflBer 

gave rqporteis befine tfie complaint was filed on why I was not invited to participate. 
Origiiially Mr. Sdieffler sdd: "Kaiger*s focus on gay rigjbts nukes him a maigmd 
candidate... He*s got one issue aid te my qiimonliik does not make him a serious or 
legitimate candidate" (AUadunent 15). 

Mr. Sdieffler later dainied he iiaedviahBiiy as a measure, wMdiwvspurdys^ 
on his part, without some quantitative measure. Since no one has engaged in fimdraising 
fbr a Preddentid race, liie coidd not have used that He could not have used dective 
histoiy as he claimed, because not everyone invited had one. So, what were those 
"otjective" criteria and how did he epply them? 

Drew Klein, organizationd director the Iowa Faith ft Freedom CoaMon, tdd tlie Des 
Moines Register, "sexud orientation iras not a criteria fof the mvitations. He dedmed to 
spedfy why Kmger wasn't invited." (Attadnnent 12) 

Mr. Sdieffler said, "ifs nonsense to eoadder an invitation to the group's event as 
amounting to an in-kuid oonnifaulion, because the invitation has no monetaiy vdue." 
(Attadiment 11) Mr. Sdieffler*s assertion that the Preddentid Fonnn had no monetary 
vdue is unlnie. With 150 leporteis attending and a live broadcast on CSPAN, the in-ldnd 
contributions to tiie five qieakera was worth niillions of dollars. 

Please accept my sappleraentdoonqilain to the MUR6459 fife. It contains fiuther 
evidence that die Iowa Fdth & Freedom Cootitiom's sponsorstaip and fiwanging ofits 
March 7,2011 Preddentid Foium constitutes illegd oontributions to die potentid 
candidates who spoke. They were cieariy not chosen using "pre-estabiidied objective 
criteria," tiie event did not meet the broad FEC defimtion fin a debate and the non-profit 



hosting organization did support and oppose certain candidates fin Federal Offioe above 
others. 

I hope this hdps in fiirtfaering my origuid complaint Thank you veiy much for your 
prompt atteaticm. 

Sincerdy, 

Fred Karger 
1278 Glenneyre, #20 

r?i Lagona Beach, CA 92651 
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GOP presidential 
hopefuls push 
moral code at Iowa 
forum 

VWttcnby 

THOMAS BEAUMONT and RED FORGRAVE 

10:17 PM. Mar. 7.20111 

Five Republican preskiential prospecte 
Monday professed before an influential 
audience of Iowa evangelteal conseivatives 
how relignus faith ought to blend witti 
public life. 

But some of -the five potential candidates 
who spoke to the towa Faith & Freedom 
(Million's spring kickoff event in Waukee 
balanced their calls for a more conservative m 
oral code witti appeals for unity across 
the conservative spectmm in trying to solve 
the nation's vexing economic problems. 

It was the first group appearance of the 
developing campaign for ttie Iowa caucuses 
and an jopportunity for a first impressfon 
with an active and loyal segment of the 
Republk:an caucus electorate. Iowa polls 
have shown that about, 45 percent of Iowa's 
caucus and primary voting base consider 
themselves evangelk:al Christians. 

However, former U.S. House Speaker Newt 

Gingrich and fomner Minnesote Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty also used their speeches to the 
audience of about 1,500 at a Waukee 
church to remind the audience rt will take a 
unified conservative fiont to reteke the 
White House next year. 

"We're all going to have to be on the same 
team when this is over," Gingrich said. "It's 
going to take all of us to defeat the left." 

Gingrich, who last week began raising 
money to explore seeking the 2012 
nominatioD, proposed a series of executive 
orders fliat he argued oould quickly set a 
more socially sonservativa tene in the 
federal goveraoiant 

They Indude issues that resonated with the 
audience at the evangerical, theater-style 
suburban church: reinstating policies 
banning federal spending on international o 

- rganizations that provide aborttons and 
allowing doctors and nurses to refuseias a 
matter of oonsdence to perfbrm abortions. 

They also include eliminating the high-level 
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White House advisers known by their 
opponente as czars and requiring the U.S. 
Slate Department to move ttie American 
embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. 

Gingrich saki in a Des Moines Register 
intennew eariier Monday that the annoy of 
presidential orders wouki appeal to the 
entire spectrum of conservath/es. ' 

Gingrich and Pawlenty drew on the 
Dedaration of Independence to support 
their argumente that government service 
and religious faith have been intertwined 
sinoe the nation's inceptnn. 

"it means .that power comes from God to 
each one of you personally," Gingrich said. 
"You loan power to the govemment. The 
govemment does not loan power to you." 

Pawlenty also hit the themes of opposing 
abortion righte and gay maniage. a 
partteularty hot issue among conservatives 
in Iowa, where the stato supreme coud 
struck down a statutory gay-marriage ban 
in 2009. 

"We have people in Wpshington. D.C, who 
say marriage will be defined however we 
feel like defining it," Pawlenty said. "No, it 
wont. It should be defined as between a 
man and a woman." 

Bot he also said Amerk:ans would have to 
come together to solve the nation's biggest 
chaltenges. as they did during pivotel 
momente in history. 

"This ain't about easy," he said. "This is 
about rolling up our sleeves, plowing ahead 

and getting the job done." 

Rounding out the preskiential prospecte 
who attended the event were fonner 
Godfattier's Pizza CEO Hennan Cain, 
former Loaisiane Gov. Buddy Roemer, and 
fomner Pennsyh/ania Sen. Ride Santorum. 

About 150 state, national and intemattonal 
media representatives covered the event 

Of the five, Gingrich, Pawlenty and 
Santorum have visited Iowa most often and 
signaled plans to run all-out for the 
caucuses. Pawlenty said Monday he was at 
most weeks away fiom en announcement 
about his presidential plans. 

The balance between social and economic 
issues is one that has been an eariy topic 
of debate in the developing Republican 
contest. 

National Fafth & Freedom Coalition founder 
Ralph Reed, a featured guest at the event, 
jabbed at potential presidential candidate 
Mitch Danids, the govemor of Indiana, 
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though not by name, for his comment 
suggesting social issues take a back seat to 
the economy and federal debt. 

Daniels was not at the event, nor were 
other GOP prospecte iholuding fonner 
Massachusette Giov. Mitt Romney, former 
Aricansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, Mississippi 
Gov. Haley Barbour and fonner govemor of 
Alaska and vice preskiential candidate 
Sarah Palin. 

Reed saki sodal conservath/es helped torn 
the mkJterm elections for Republicans last 
yeer, and would again for the Wnite House 
In 2012. 

"In spite of all the talk of it being about the 
economy and jobs - and deariy economy 
and jobs were critical - they found that 32 
percent of the entire electorate on Nov. 2 
was made up of conservalh/e and 
evangetrcal Christians, who voted 78-to-21 
Republican," Reed said. "And Ihey were Die 
booster rockot that drove the biggest off-
yeac landslide in a century, and they will be 
key to vtetory in 2012 again." 

The Des Moines Register's Iowa Poll taken 
the week before the 2008 Republk:an 
caucuses showed 46 percent of likely GOP 
caucusgoers consklered themselves born-
again or ftindamentelist Christians. The 
same poll showed 41 percent of 
Repdblk»n oaucusgoers said they 
prefened a fiscal consen/etive; 26 percent 
said a social censervath/e. 

Santorum saki that he had played key rdes 
as a member of the U.S. House on 
domestic policy, such as health care and 

welfare reform. But he spent most of his 
time on his reputation as an abortion 
opponent. 

Santorum recalled that during his Senate 
career he offered the Bom-AlivD Infente 
Protection Act, signed by Presklont George 
W. Bush in 2002. 

"If a child is bom as a result of a quote 
'botched' abortion, then that child is 
entitted to medical protection and entitted 
to treatment," Santorum said. "To my 
knowledge in this country it was only one 
person on the flenr of aey state legislature 
who stood un and oooosed it. That 

• • • 
happens to be the cunrent president of the 
United States, who stood up and said he 
opposed this bill because it would impinge 
on a woman's right on Roe v. Wade." 
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Fofmer CEO o l Godfiather^ P i s a Herman 
ahakes hands wHh Jason Fiedregill and his wife. 
V f̂endi, or Ames before the Iowa Faith & Freedom 
CoaRion spring Idckoff event at Point or Grace 
Chorch in Waukee. / Justin Hayworth/Regisler 
Photos 

FCrnier Louisiana Gov. Buddy Roemer signs a 
picture fbr Jeny Utzel of Ames befc)re the 
Republcan foium began on Monday evening. 

Gingrich: Team fumbled news 

Former U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
acknowledged in a Des Moines Register irilerview 
Monday that Ms team hobbled the nevws last week 
liefoiethe announoemenl Thursday that he planned 
iDbegki raiskig money to exptore seeking the 2012 
GOP presktential nominatfon. 

Top Gingrich adviser Joe Gaykxd toM the Register 
on Tuesday Gingrich planned to announce during a 
Georgia appearance two days later that he would 
form an expkxalory comnMee. 

Ijater Tuesday, Gingrich'^ spokesman and press 
secretary Ride Tyler issued a news release staling 
the announcement wouM not be an.exptoratory 
committee. 

What Gingrich announced Thursday was fonnafion 
of a website to aUow him to test the waters with an 
eye toward launching a cainpaign. but not declare 
himself a candidate, as an exploratory eommittee 
requires. 

Gingrich saM Monday that Gaykvd was nfeteken, 
and that it took a few hours to hon out the 
inconsistency. 

It led to unfortunate confusion," Gbigridi saM. "I 
wish we had been aBttte more structured last week. 
But I doni take H as a very serious problem. Wis do 
inaiiy, iiiany things, and inost off them reasonably 
well." 

One reason fbr the delay is that Gingrich was 
traveling at the time the story Imke, as was Gaylord 
separately. 

"We live in an age of 24/7 eonstent sunreillanoe of 
really smart people, and every once in a while 
something ragged wBI happen to eveiy single 
campaign," Gingrich saki. "And I think the real trick 
is to relax, five it out and keep moving." 
Gingrich also stood by Gaylord, a Des Moines 
native and Ghigrich^ ctosest adviser fbr more lhan 
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20 years. 

"I cani bnagihe any mafor project Id underteke 
WOUMBI have Joe as a sentor adviser HI a very 
strategic end impoitant way." Gingrich saki. 
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Not in Iowa tonight? GOP no-shows missed out 
9:43 PM. Mar7.2mi |lvlUttto0bradBiriGh|9S0ei^^ 



Mitt Romney, you missed out tonight. So did you, Sarah Palin, Mike Huckabee, Michde 
Badimann and everybody else who may be thinking about running Ibr president but who weren't 
in Waukee. 

Tbe five potentid preddentid candidates who were here at the fi>rum sponsored by the Iowa 
Fddi & Fieedom Codition hod an overflow audience over 1,000 enthusiastic Republicans, 

I accoiding to organizers, and over 150 media representatives. 

Gov. Terry Branstad, who helped open the fomm, noted: 'T want you to know, these people of 
^ Fddi & Fieedom here tonight are people who show up at cauciises." 
N 
^ Badi of five candidates had 10 minutes to make an impression on an eager audience. 
^ Most of them did their potentid candidades more good than harm. 
Ml 
^ Atiaiite businessman Uerman Cain may have gotten the biggest andience response. That was 
% only in pact because people were so anxious to hear a candidate after about an hour of 
CD prdiminary speeches. 
<N 

What Cdn had to say wasn't terribly origind: He thinks the American dream is under attack. He 
thinks government should do the ri^t thing. (And guess what, he thinks it wasn't right to sue 
Arizona over immigration enforcement or back off protecting the Defense of Maniage Act.) He 
wants to make this a better nation and world forhis grandchildren. 

And yet former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, who folfowed him» sdd he was going to sted as 
much of Cdn's materid as be eodd. Cdn's radio experience has dearly taught him to talk in 
sound bites and ramp up the energy. 

Gingrich, on the other hand, seemed dmost subdued by comparison. He gave his standard stump 
remarks about the need to acknowledge American exceptiondism and held up his 2+2=34 slogan. 

His biggest cheer came when he suggested the next president diminate dl White House czar 
positions on the first day in oflice. People didn't show the same cxdtement about the idea of 
letting Israd declare Jenisdem as its capitd. But Gingrich demonstrated his savvy by making 
sure every audience member got a handout of his pn̂ x>sed executive orders. 

Fomier Louisiana Gov. Charles *1Buddy?* Roemer, colorfid and charismatic, didn't get the entire 
audience on ils feet when he took the podium. But a lot more were standing when he finished. 
Roemer, who says he won't take PAC money or individud donations over $100, was the only 
candidate to direct poke at others who shared the podium. He sdd ody a president who is free of 
spedd-interest obligations can do the kinds of things that Gingrich and fonner Minnesota Gov. 
Tim Pawlenty want to do. 

**I know dl the other candidates are good people and they've got PACs and they've got 
airplanes. All I've got is me and yon," he sdd. 

Roemer is also the only candidate to quote poet Roliert Frost. Everybody dse stuck to the Bible. 



Pawlenty and former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santoram, who have spent the most time in Iowa, 
rouiided out the foram. Pawlenty staited dow, his second joke d)out prayer in LBJ's 
admidstration falling totally flat He dso ended on a gaffe, apologizing for refemng to Iowa 
Fdth & Freedom CoaEtion Preddent Steve Scheffler as 't̂ nck." But in tiie middle, he fined up 
the audience with an aggresdve rendition of his budget-cutting efforts as governor, including 
withBtanilfaig a 44iday trandt strike. • 

Santoium had the misfortune of wrapping up a program that dragged on too long. But he was the 
ody candidate to cldm to have saved an unborn baby's life with a Senate floor speech on 
abcMtion. He sdd a pregnant young woman who heard him speak on C-SPAN decided not to 

1̂  have an dioition after all, according to her boyfriend. That hod to count fbr something with this 
(N group. 
fM 
<M One potentid candidate who might not have done a fledgling candidacy any good at this event 
^ was Indiana Gov. Mitch Danids. His call last month for a trace on sodd issues was roundly 
^ mocked by both Santorani and Rdph Reed, nationd chairman of the Fdth & Freedom Coalition. 
CP 

There's anotiier beauty pageant later this month, sponsored by Congressman Steve King. After 
sedng what they missed on Monday, there likely will be more candidates in the ranning for Mr. 
or Miss Congemdity. 

Tags: Buddy Roemer. Congressman Steve King. Hernian Cdn. Iowa caucuses. Iowa Fdth & 
Freedom Coalition, michele bachmann. mitt romnev. Newt Ginpidi. Rick Santoram. Sarah 
Pdin. Terry Branstad. Tim Pawlentv 



> 
On iMfcm .WIMMTV 

IS 
H 
<N 

Nl 

lOWAFAmi & FREEDOMCOikUnOII 
Home 
About 
join 
TakeActkMi 
Qooata 

2010 Voter Guktes 
Fmd Your Legislator 
Legislative Newsletters 
Lobbyist Reports 
Town HaH Meetkioa 
VIDEOS 

_et's Get Iowa Mô ylnq 
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Iowa Faith ft Freedom Annual Spring KIck-Off March 7 

March 6, 2011 at 10:27 pm 

Iowa Faith 6L Freedom Coalition Spring Kick-off Event * Monday, March 7th; 5:30-7:30 pm * Point of Grace Church 
in Weukee. IA (Click link for directions) * 305 NE Dartmoor Drive 



Don't miss the most exdting pditical event ever heki In kiwa's preskiential caucus historyl The towa Faith ft 
Freedom Coalition is hosting its Eleventh Annual Spring Kick Off ori Monday, March 7th, at the Point of Grace Church 
In Waukee. This year the event has garnered wkle natkmal and internatkmal media Interest,. CSPAN will be 
broadcasting the candklate's speeches llvel Please join hundreds of other fdlow lowan's for this histork: event! 

Five potential presidential candidates will be speaking - former CEO of Godfather's Pizza Herman Cain, former 
Louisiana Governor Buddy Roemer, former Pennsylvania Senator Rlck Santorum̂  former Minnesota Governor Tim 
Pawlenty and former Speaker of the U.S. House Newt Gingrich. This cdlection of soeakersi marks the Hrst event of 
its kind In the 2012 race with rndtiole potential candidates sharing the same staael 

Other distinguished guests expected to attend the event Indude Congressman Steve King, Governor Terry Branstad, 
LL Gov. Kim Reynolds, other statewide etected offidals, state legislators and the president of the nationd Fafth & 

in Freedom Coalition and Fox News contributor Ralph Reed. 
is 

Light refreshments will be served from 5:30 to 6:15 In the atrium. The program wfll start promptiy at 6:15 fn the 
church sanctuary. Point of Grace Is a superb fadllty that will accommodate a large crowd. There is seating for up to 
800 people. This Is the must-attend political soring event in lowal This will be an exciting, patriotic event that you Kl 

^ won't want to mfssi There will be candidate and Issue-oriented literature tables fbr you to browse. There will be 
^ opportodties for you to interact with the candidates. In addition, we expect to have many state legislators on 
^ hand-take the opportomty to tdi them that you are proud of the job they are doing on the "hill." 

We expect to have media from all over the state, nation, and even fordgn press who will be coveriiig this exdting 
eventl 

Where else could this opportunity come about-only In lowa-the site of the first presidential caucus of 20121 As the 
most viable and effective nultl-fssue pro-family organization In Iowa, we are proud and honored to host this event. 

Como imn us for this trulv exdting event - our 2012 Soring KIdc Off. Invite vour family and friends and let's pack the 
Place out-Mondav. March 7thl If you have any questions or would like to RSVP - call our office at 515-225-1515. 

February 15, 2011 at 11:39 am 

Iowa Faith & Freedom Spring Kick-off Event * Monday, AAarch 7th; 5:30-7:30pm * Point of Grace Church In Waukee. 
IA (Click link for directions) * 305 NE Dartmoor Drive * Email Steve Scheffler slscheffler@ffcfawa.com with Questions 
ortoRSVP. 

Iowa Faitft ft Freedom CoaKtion Announces Presidential Forum 

January 4, 2011 at 12:45 pm 

For Immediate Rdease 
Contact: Steve Scheffler 
515-225-1515 
January 3, 2011 

West Des Moines - This weekend, the Iowa Faith ft Freedom Coalition sent out invitations to the top names being 
floated in the Republican primary for the 2012 presidential race. The group has planned a presidential forum for 
Monday, March 7th which is likely to be the first of its kind in the nation as the beginnings of a wkie open presidential 



primary take form. Iowa Faith ft Freedom Coalition President, Steve Scheffler states that the event will shape up to 
j be the largest gathering, of pro-family, values minded voters in the spring of 2011. "Candkiates considering a run for 

president must take the iowa Caucuses seriously and we are the caucus voters." 

The letter sent to candidates reads: 

"TTie lowo Faith ft Freedom Coalition is the largest and the most influential group fn Iowa politics. In the past 
election cyde, we made wed over 560,000 voter contacts tfirough our Voterrrdir program that allows us to identf/y 
and reach low propensity consorvative voters. We worked hand-in-hand with eight state fegislative candidates to 
put vduateers on the ground in the most conpetftive districts. Six of the eight will be sworn in as iesislatars this 
month. We published and distributed over 300,000 voter gf f kfes to churches all across the state to educate voters 
prior to tiie November 2ntf election. The result was record progress in all three branches of Iowa's government. 

As on orgonizotion, we host two (arge events every yeor wfth our stotewide membership. On Monday, March 7tfi, 
^ 2011, from 5:30'7:30pm, we will be hosting our annual Spring Kldi-Off here In Oes Moines as the 2012 presidential 
'N cycle begins. Tbis year, the format af the event will be a 20f2 Republfcan Presidential Candidates Meet and Greet 
^ Event, ft fs not a debate and there will be no Question and Answer time, but it will give presidential candidates ten-
«7 minutes to mafte a pitch and present their vision as the voters o/ fowo begin the process of maidng tfiefr decfsidns 
^ for the first in the nation eoucuses. 

Lost year, in a non-presidential cycle, we had nearly 500people in attendance at this event, inciuding many elected 
officials. This year, we expect to see a much larger crowd. This event is an important stop fbr candidates because 
over 60% of 2008 GOP caucus goers in iowa seif identified themselves as evangelical Christians. There will be no 
better opportunity to meet these voters this spririg than the 20tf IFFC ^rir^ Kick-Off. Come early and stay late to 
shake hands and to talk to your potential voters one on one be/ore and c^er the program." 

Media requesting credentials should email Gopal Krishna at gopkrishna@vahoo.com. Shooting of any type of video or 
taking any type of photographs of any part of the event will not be allowed without prion permisston from IFFC. 

Iowa Faith ft Freedom Coalitton 
939 Office Park Rd. - Suite 115 
West Des Moines, IA 50265 
515-225-1515 

IFFC is a non-profit organization that seeks to make a difference in the public arena regarding the issues that matter 
most. We stand for Integrity in government, high moral values, constitotional authority, and Christian prindples. Our 
purpose is to educate and Influence voters and pditidans to keep thdr commitment to both liberty and law; that 
America may continue to be one nation under God. 

November 19,2010 at 2:30 pm 

LeRoy Carhart: A Legislative Response - Click on the Blog teb. 

View iowa Election Results 

November 3, 2010 at 7:38 pm 
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POLITICO 
Social issues dominate Iowa confab 
By: Maggie llaberman and JonaOian Martin 
March 7.201108:16 PM EST 

WAUKEE, IOWA — Fwe potentiel presidentiet candidates vied to please a socially 
conservative crowd at a packed ei/ent here Monday night thaf mariced the unoffidal start to 
the kiwa caucus campaign and the first time a orush of GOP hepefiils shared a major 
staga 

Newt Gingrich, Rick Santorum. Tim Pawlenty. Buddy Roemer and Hennari Cain each took 
a torn at the microphone, riffing on a range of social-issue touchstones — denouncnig gay 
marriage, lambasting activist judges and praising the push to defund Planned Parenthood. 

But all five essentially share the same positions, and in the end. it was Cain and Roemer 
— the least known and probably longest-shot of the hopefuls — who got the most praise 
from a group of influential Hawkeye State coneeoratives. 

This is the first signifK^ant event of the caucus season and you're tumout tonight says you 
are very interested in making some change," Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad told the crowd 
before the speeches, calling those on-hand loyal caucus-goers and 'Valuable" potential 
supporters. 

The theme throughout the Towa Faith and Freedom Coalitk)n's preskJentiai forum was a 
push toimake social conservathre values on par with the economy in the upcoming 
electtons. Foreign policy was barely mentioned — there was one reference apiece to Libya 
and Israel. 

That sentiment was echoed by national Faith and Freedom Coalitton head Ralph Reed, 
who saki. "If you tum your backs on the pro family pro life constituency... you will be 
consigned to permanent minority status." 

In a swipe at Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, Reed said, "some have suggested that we call a 
t7uoe on social and moral issues.... fd like to have a leader wfio can walk and chew gum 
atihe same time." 

Gingrich was the biggest name and a major attractian, trailed by e crowd and TV camera 
crews t>etore the event storted. thanks in part to his Fox News commentator fame and else 
his position as a well-known former IHouse Speaker. He lambasted Barack Obama during 
his speech, saying the president is beholden to the "secular, socialist left" and that a 
change must come. 

Gingrich toM the stond'mg-room-only crowd of more than 1.000 people at the Point of 
1 Grace Church in Waukee. a non-denominational house of worship in ex-urban and heavily 
! Repubitoan Dallas Couety. thai he's "exploring" a run. And he insisted the pdittoal dimate 

atross America is "fundamental to the nation's future." 

He slammed the president for his use of executive orders, accused h'lm of being soft in his 
support of Israel, and hit other tea-party favored themes. 

"I think thatWe are at a crossroads that we cannot hide from." Gingrtoh said. And in what 
was a unique moment at the gathering of several hundred people and five GOP 
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•presktential hopefuls, he quoted quoted from the French vmter and philosopher Albert 
Camus to make his point that "we are endowed by our Creator with certain inaiienabto 
righte." 

But Gingrich tread gingerly with the other potential rivals, saying. 'Every person thaf s 
going to speak tonight is a friend of mine.... ifs going to take all of us to defeat the lefL" 
He added that they all need to be on the "same team" once the primaries end and ttf e race 
pivots toward the general electtoo. 

After his speech, Gingrtoh got mbced reviews, with some praising his work in Congress but 
others saying his three marriages and the scandals suerounding them mede him a 
non-starter fbr now. 

"I'm not-so sure that one ofthe candidates should speak about morals sinoe his weren't 
that great," sniffed Joel Best, 74, of Nontvalk, a dear reference to Gingrich's three 
maniage, two divorces, and admitted affairs. 

PaWfenty delh/ered a high-volame speooh in which he rapped govemment for curtoiling 
sodal conservatives, saying the constitution was written 4o protect people of faith from 
government, not to pcoted government fram people ioffeith." He mistakenly identifuBd Iowa 
Faith and Freedom Coalition head Steve Scheffler as "Chuck" more than once, a mistake 
he corrected at the end. 

Santorum spoke about his push against abortion, and his religion. 

But it vi/as the scripture-spouting Roemer and the fire-breathing Cain who stole the show, 
giving a preview of what is likely to happen throughout the cycle, with lesser-known 
hopefuls with strong oratory skills overshadowing their more viable but more wooden rivals 

Eariier at the event, Scheffler rapped other states for trying to leapfrog ahead in the 
primary calendar. 

"This is the start of the 2012 presidential caucus process," Scheffler said. "The focus on 
the nation is on iowa and we want to tell all of our other friends in all the other 49 states, 
dont get cute because we are going to be first." 

And Rep. Steve King, an Iowa conservative whose distrtot doesnt encompass Waukee. 
insisted that sodal issues need to be firont and center in ttie presideetial primary race. 

"If we get the cutture right the economy will be right eventually." King said, as he praised 
colleague Mtohele Bachmann's push to repeal President Barack Obema's health care 
reform low, and the effbrts by Rep. IMike Pence to defond Planned Parenthood. 

After the speeches. King, an ardent conservative, had praise for all the hopefuls but said 
he thought Roomer's down-home preacher routine had the audtonce rapt. 

"^uddy reaily had Oie crowd captored." saki King. 

Other ectivisto singled out Cain, like Roemer a native Soethemer with a hbmaspeh pitch. 

"I thought he was a very charismatto, dynamic gentieman," saki Kay Quiric. a Republican 
who drove three hours down from Stomi Lake, in northwest towa. Quirk saki she had 
signed up for Cain's emails and would consider caucusing for him. 
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.The five hopefuls weren't the only ones in towa Monday — Rep. Ron Paul spoke at the 
Iowa Family Leader's speech series in three diffierent towns, and an adviser to Donald 
Trump came and met witti a slew of GOP activisto. 

The adviser, Mtohael Cohen, spariced tough questions about whether the trip —- made on 
one of Trump's planes — put the potential presidential hopefol into a legally dicey area 
wtth ttie FEC. 

© 20ii Capito] News Company. LLC IRIDES 
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WAUKEE, IOWA—"Are you iead|y to begin the process of choosing Batadi Obama's successor 
here fal lom?" So asiked the longtime Christian conseivative activist Ralph Reed on Monday 
night at the giant Point of Grace evangelical church here a few mQes outside of Des Mdnes, 
Iowa. Before a cnwd of periiaps 1500 chaiged -̂up aetiviits. the Iowa Faith and Fkeedom 
CoaKlmn hosted a smattering of the Republicans ruaniug or contempiattng a run fiur the 
White House in 2012. 

II was a crowd oonvlaced that something is fundamentally wrong with their countiy. In the 
telling of IFFC vice prosidentGopdl Krishna. America is "doiqga slow dance %vith sodafism," 
"abandoning friends and apologizing to enemies" abroad, and even becoming muhicnltural 
haven for eveiy weird and kinky lifestyle." The activists in attendance thrilled to each 
assertwn. Biit by all appearances they b^ve yet to settle on either a candidate or a message 
thai caa reverse this ieitihie coarse. 

The lineup at tonighl's event seemed substantially less than the best a rnqor political party 
should have to oflier. Not in attendance, for instance, was the presumed front runner. Mitt 
Romney. or the last winner of the Iowa Republican caucuses. Mike Huckabee, or other 
substantU maybe-candidates silch as Haiky Barixnir and Mftch Danids. Instead the lineup 
featured one solid politician ahnost ceitain to ran but ndio remains unproven on the national 
stsge CTim Pawlenty); one political housdioU name whose intentions remain undear Qtewt 
Gingrich); a fonner Senator beloved by pn^iSe activists but with scant mass Ajqieal (Kick 
SaatorunO atid two amusing fringe eandidales Cfonner Looisiaiia Govenior B u d ^ Roemer. 
loug obsent from politias, and the Ktfe-known Qodfelhei's pioaifbuBder Hennm Cain). 

It would be hard to declare aqy of them a dear winner. AD the candidates refrained from 
taUng shots at eadi other, and aD offered vaiiaticms on the notion that Anieiica is a felkn 
nation in need of rescue. Mostty. the scatleishol nature of their speeches suggested a party 
stin casting about finr a core message to level against Baradc Obama. 

Gingrich, for instance, bashed "the secular socialist left" and spoke ofthe need for renewed 
beliefin "Americanexoqilianalism.'!But heofoed ngrdihngofqiacificpiiqiiisnk,iiicii^ 
dxililnn of While House policy "czars" and raopgnitian ofJennalem as the ofiidal capital of 
Israel. Santoium devoted needy his entire speech to bis years spent woridng to outlaw 
abortion (and the "Special phce in heaven" reserved for him for spending Vmg hours on the 
Senate floor debating Cdifomia Senator Barinra Boxer), though he digressed to assert that 
the Obama administnitibn "took the side of the mullahs" during the 2009 popular protests in 
Tehran. 

Not generally known for bis religious bmtojides, Pawlenty quoted tlie B3de and heaviiy 
emphasized religwn—"the Gonstitntion was meant to protect people of fiiilh from 
Kovemment. not protect noverninent finom eeople oCfellb"—dti a soeecb otheiwisa devoted 
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Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition: Five 
Republicans fight for the faith(ful) in towa 

^Jacques BerOneibbu 

Hie 2012 RepiMcan Preskiential race for conservative 
Chri^an hearts and minds and vales got oif ta an 
unbeSevabb start yestetday-reaily, I mean, beyond 
aivlNng I oould Jiave ewer diearned ofHwhen the ultra-
Conservative, hMB FaWi and Freedom CoaBtbn heeled its 
lllh Annual Spring Kick off. 

I hadrfleven ptAed rry Scofield Reference Bible down off 
the shelf when the evenlngPs MC. Gopal Krishna, was 
aheady birtasting the "Vfelrd and kM^ Efestyletf' Biat have 
beoRne prevaleni in our stnfill natkm. 

The five presideiitial sort-̂ -hopeMs who showed up dM not 
disappoint their audienoe at Point of Grace Church In 
WaiAee. Iowa. Nor did warm-up speaker congressman 
Sieve King who assured us "If we get the cuRure right the 
eoonoiry wiBbe riglht eventually." Nor (id the founder of the 
Faith and Fieedom CoaGtion, R a ^ Reed, who impied that 
it may be necessary to overthrow the Amertean government 
(about wMoh more anon). 

Ladles and genUeman. the 2012 FaHh and Values games 
have beguni Here are the major themes and storylines of 
the evening as I see them 

Meshbig the Tea Party Agmda and the Evangelical 
Agemb: Wei, that happened fast In the run-up to the 
iridterm elections mosi ReptMcan candidates %rere 
(suspidousV) silent on the issues of abortion and gay 
marriage. Instead, the focus wasi on lowering taxes, 
redkidng Iho size of govenvnem, tainingihe nattonal debt, 
etc. 

What was curious yesterday was how evangeBcai 
worUview and Tea Party bluster seamlessly coalesced 
Nearly every one of the speakers managed to integrate 
anti-aboition themes with smal govemment appeals.(Look 
at the pbtform of the Faith and Freedom CoaBtton to see 
the new hybrid in action). 

But permit me a thought eifieriment woukkrt it tain an 
awfiuly big. wof-funded, and creepily invasivo fldWemment to 
enforce penaBias- for crincs comiiUsd agairiBt unborn Bib, 
especially when iifo is underatood to begin at ttie moment of 
conception? 

WawtGIngrluh Invotow Camus, BuHiliy'Bitagsfln Gianboc A 
variety of rhetorical modes were on displBy. Fomier speaher 
of the Houoe end holder of a doctorate. Newt Gbigrleĥ  
sounded, weii, professorial 

Fonmer Louistena govemor Buddy Roemer, by contrast, 
coiAl Justus wel have emerged from a gator-wiestling party 
in the bayou fnr all ttia drawing he did (e.g., 1 am vA 
GfNirch goih'Afotftodisf boy from a oofllor^field ffl 
LouEEEslanAHHH.') 

As fbr Tbn Pawlenty, he was handsome, but seething, ff he 
wante to challenge no-show MIt Ronany who is not only 
handsome, but elmooth aivl iikable, hs better bbnt some ot 
his edgesi Rick Santonnnwas awhdy sedate as he 
rehashed, oddly, an endless Gteny of Barbara Dexer 
inflected tabs conceming abortion batUes of yore. 

Taik-radm host and businessman Hemnn Gahi had the besl 
rhetorical tools of ttie bunch, but failed to arficulate any dear 
poScy prescriptions ttiat woukf rmve us from the entittement 
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Potential 2012 GOP Candidates Convene in Iowa 

WAUKEE, Iowa - It's on. The 2012 presidential nominating season ofilcially begEui last night as five potential 
Republican contenders appeared at a fomm outside Des Moines hosted by die Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition. 

Kl Bv Tom Bevan 
op 
fN 
(N 

'SJ The eaily-bird candidates (Hennan Cain, Newt Gingrich, Buddy Roemer, Tnn Pawlenty and Rick Santorum) took turns 
^ l̂eaking for 10 minutes apiece to an audience of social conservatives. Each man played up his pro-life, pro-family 
@ credentials, stressed the role of faith in American Ufe, and even cast the country's debt crisis in moral termsL 

Giqgrich, making his first aiq3earance m Iowa since announcing his 
exploratory conimittee last week, said lie believes America faces its greatest crisis since the ISSOs. Not known for a 
tendency toward understatement, the fonner House speaker compared the importance of 2012 to the election of 1860 -
the one that brought Abraham Lincofai back to Washington. 

An unrelenting advance of liberal institittians in America over the past 80 yeans will require a "deep and prafonnd" 
politioal change to reverse, Gingrich told the crowd. He outlined four executive orders he pledged to sign on his first 
day as president - steps he said would start the process of change. They ranged fiom eliminating White House policy 
"czars" to moving the U.S. embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. 

Tun Pawlenty, the former governor of neighboring Minnesota, touted his accomplishments as a "blue" state chief 
executive who managed to both balance a budget and focus on faith. "We need to remember this and always remember 
this," Pawlenty said. "The Consthutioii was designed to protect people of fiuth fiom government, not to protect 
govemment fiom people of faith." 

Herman Cain, the former CEO of Godfather's Pizza, roused the crowd by proclaiming the "the United Stalb of America 
win not turn into the Unhed States of Europe. Not on our watch." 

Cain, a Georgia-based talk show host .who has never held elective ofiice, is a longshot in the fledgling GOP fiekl, but he 
is not ahme. Santorum, former senator from Pennsylvania, lost in a kmdslide \^en he ran for a third term in 2006. But 
on Nfonday night, the ardent social conservative was among fiiends, and he took the opportunity to recount his many 
figihts on bdialf of the pro-life community - many of which, he noted, earned hhn unflattering labels. "My children, 
after reading news^pers all those years used to think my first name was 'ultra,'" Santorum said to appreciative laugjhs 
from the crowd. 

Perhaps the most nphill candidacy is that of Buddy Roemer, the (fonner govemor of Louisiana - and a foimei- Democrat 
- who, like Gingrich is married for the third time. Among this aowd, Roemor didn't b ack into itv "I'm honored to be 
with you ia Iowa in faith and fineedoml" he said, stressing his childhood as a "chiirchgoing Methodist boy from a cotton 
field in north Louisiana." After a long period as a divorced man, he told the crowd, "I married the piano player in a 
church next door to my own. Thank you, Jesus." 

Republican activists in Iowa have been eaĝ r to start the caucus season, and some have chafed at the relative lack of 
attention that the flock of potential candidates has paid to the Hawkeye State. Those feelings were on fuH diqilay last 



night as more than 2,000 people packed evoiy comer of the. Point of Grace Church in Waukee to get a first glimpse of 
at least part of the Repubhcan field. 

Ralph Reed, founder of the National Faith and Freedom Coalition and a featured guest at the event, echoed the crowd's 
sentiments. "Some said March 7 was too early to start," he quipped. "I was ready to start the process on March 7, 
2009." 

Reed also sought to re-establish the nniscle of social conservativeŝ  citing an exit poll firom 2010 showing that 
evnngelicais comprised 32 peteeot of the electorate and had voted for R^blicans over Democrats by an 
overwfachniiig 78 - 21 margin. Tins base formed .the "booster rocket" that powered big Republicans gains last 
Noveniher, he proclaimed. "If you turn your backs on Ibe pro-family, pro-life constituency," Reed added in a warning 
to the GOP WasiungMm establishment, "you will be consigned to permanent minority status." 

Steve SchefOer, presideiit ofthe Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition, fired off a warning shot ofhis own for any 
Republican fimn other states conteniplating â y primary calendar mischief next year. "I'd like to tell our fiiends m the 

^ 49 other states: dont get cute, weVe going to be first," Schefiler said. "Tliat's just how it is." 
fN 

Tom Bevan is the co-founder and Executive Editor of RealClearPolitics. Email: tom@realclearDolitics.com 
Page Printed fi^m: http:/Mww.reaIclearpo]itics.conii/articlcs/2011/03 

Kl /OS/potcntkljBCip candidates convene in iowa 109152.html at March 10,2011-01:36:45 PMCSF 
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The roots of the OOP's crackup 
BrsnEVEXouMcn 

WARROOM 

T\vo pieces of information about the Repablican presidential foram hdd just 
outside Des Moines en BAonday lught stand oat: 

1) It took place in a cfanicfa and was sponsored by the Iowa chapter of the Faith 
and Fireedom Foundation, an organization that descends from the Christian 
Coalition, the Fat Robertson-founded group that attained prominence In the 
early 1990s onder Kalph Reed (who is now the national Faith and Freedom 
chaiiman and who was on stage Monday night). 

2) WhUe ft didn't attract every prospective GOP candidate (no Romney, 
Huckabee or Palin), it attracted enough of them that the foram can be 
considered the first mijor 2012 campaign eventi iu tbe lead-off caucus state. 

Q On the suifsoe, tiiere wasn't mudi remarkable about the proceedings. The five candidates who did show np—Tim Pawlenty, Newt 
Gingrich, Ride Santoram, Bnddy Roemer and Herman Cain — peppered thdr speedies with references to God and morality, 

^ denouncing abortion and g^ marriage (and, of course, disparaging President Obama). As the Los Angeles Times put ft, "fhe 
candidates essentidly pledged the same thing, with a few variations in language and emphasis." By now, we're more dian aocnstomed 
to national Republican politicians making these kinds of appeals to these kinds of audiences. 

If yon take a step bade, though, thatf we are so accustomed to this actually is reinaikable, when yoa consider that jnst over two 
decades ago, ft was possible for Republicans to ran in Iowa without stnining to appeal to rdigious conservatives, or feding 
compdled to stress a blindly, reflexively anti-̂ overament message. 

If you have time, just compare the speedies ddivered on Monday night (Slate's David Weigd haa collected video here) with one 
given at roughly this same point in the 1988 cyde by Bob Dole, the eventual caucus winner. I canH embed the video, hut you can 
watch it here. Dole and his fdlow GOP candidates (except ior then-Vice President George H.W. Bush, who sent his son Ndl 
instead) each addressed a county Republican picnic. Dole did not discuss any social issues and instead focused his remarks on... 
empathy for the less fortunate. He talked about serving in town office in Kansas jnst after the Dust Bowl and signing welfare diedts 
for his own grandparents and asked the audience to support him because ofhis... 

aonsitivity to the needs of a lot of people in America—yes, seirior dtizens, disabled Americans, fannois. whoever they may be — 
sensitivity to the concems of some who mnst rdy on the federd government from time to time to make it 

Granted, Dole wasnt speddng at an event sponsored by a sodal conseivative gnmp. But that's just the point. Christian conseivatives 
hadn't yet come to dominate the lovra GOP. And the Republican base itself wasnt in.the grips of the Fox/Rush/Hannity machine, 
which has forced nationd Repablican politicians to offer up the same narrow, often irraitiond and increasingly faysteiicd rhetoric 
Dole tdked about hdping people who rdy on the federd government... and he ended up winning the caucuses in a rout, with 37 
percent of the vote. Can you imagine anyone doing that today? 

Of course, youconld also draw a straight line from that same '87 oonuty fair to Monday idglit's fainm. If you watch the whole video, 
yon'U dso see Fat Rohertaon step fonward to an enthosiastie reception. Ihe telovangdist was atteiupting to buQd a nationd campaign 
out of the minions of conservative Christians who hsd become engaged in Repnhlican politics in the preceding decade. (Many of 
them had initidly suiq»rted Jimmy Carter, a'sdf-described hoinnagain Christian from Geoxgia, only to condnde that he was far too 
dose to his party's culturd liberds.) The Christian right was a growing force in Iowa and in the national GOP (enough that Bush, a 
Yankee Î estant, actudly declared himself a lioxn-again'' Episcopdian in 1987), bnt ft was stiD considered shocking when 
Robertson finished in second place in the caucuses—behind Dde bnt ahead of Bush, with 25 percent. 

Robertson's campaign fizded out shortly thereafter, but in defeat, he launched the Christian Coalftion and recrailed a young 
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Rdph Reed to mn it, then watched as Christian consenatives asserted themsdves and grabbed control of local, county and state 
Republican organizatioiis across the country. And now, all these years later, the 2012 caucus campaign has just began in a cfauidi in 
Iowa, with Reed acting as an emoee. 

- sieve Konadd 
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GOP presidential contenders make case to 
Iowa faithful 

Posted by Brian Montopoli 

Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich talks wfth Karen and Tom Quiner at the Iowa 
Fafth and Freedom Coalition, Monday, March 7,2011, at the Point of Grace Church in 
Waukee, Iowa. 

(Credft: AP) 

Newt Gingrich, Tim Pawlenty and a trio of lesser-known potential (30P presidential candkiates spoke to about 
2,000 Iowa social conservatives Monday night in what organizers cast as fhe kickoff to the nommating contest u: 
the key first-in-the-nation voting state. 

The event, held at a church in the town of Waukee outside of Des Monies, was organized by the Iowa Fafth & 
Freedom Coalition. It offered the candidates considering a run for the GOP nomination a chance to make a 
positive impressk>n on some of the most polftically-engaged social conservatives m Iowa, which will hold fts 
caucuses early next year. 



While plenty of big-name possible Republican candidates turned down the grt>up's mvftation - among them Mitt 
Romney, Sarah PaUn and 2008 Iowa caucus winner Mike Huckabee - the event dkl attract five likely 
candidates: Gingrich, Pawlenty, former Sen. Rkk Santorum, former Godfiither's Pizza CEO Herman Cain, and 
former Louisiana govemor Buddy Roemer. (Openly gay Republican strategist Fred Kaiger, who has embarked 
on a kmgshot preskiential run, was shut out of the event) 

Cain and Roemer, who are not considered top tier candkiates, have already announced exptoratory committees, 
making them the only members of the emerging GOP field to have done so. Gingpch, Pawlenty and Santorum 
are widely expected to nm but have yet to make an oCBcial aimouncement. 

Gingrich, the hilĝ est-profile potential candidate to speak at the fimim, offered a speech centered on the 
nnportance of recogiiizmg American excqptkinalism. In a speech peppered wfth historical refecences, the 

^ fiirmer GOP House speaker said that the "secidar socialist people around Obama" dont understand the nature 
rsj of tiieir countiy. 

In a note struck by many ofthe nî fs speakers, Gnigrich said the power of America comes fr(»n God, not 
^ Washington. 

Newt Gingrich's life in pictures 

View the fiill gallery 

"You are personally sovereign," he said. "You loan power to the government, the government does not loan 
power to you." 

Gingrich complamed that judges are "fimdamentally out of touch wfth America" and aî ed that Republicans 
have fiiiled to keep tiie judrciaiy fitim becommg "more alienated fix>m the American system." 

Though he has made ft clear he is likely to enter the presidential race, Guigrich maintained that he is still 
exploring a ron and saki no matter what happens, "wê  all going to have to be on the same team after this is 
over." 

Pawlenty, the former Minnesota govemor, said Amerka needs "to be a countiy that turns toward God, not a 
countiy that turns away from God." He railed against the "inunoral debt" and efforts to define marrage as 
between anything other than one man and one woman. 



9) 

"We need to remember, as others try to push out or marginalize people of fiifth...tfae Ckmstftutkm was deŝ aed 
to protect people of fiifth from government, not to protect government from people of fafth," said Pawlenty, who 
comphuned that the media, judges and "elftes" need to remember the Constftutkm grants power to the people. 

Pawlenty, who has battied perceptions that he is not edgy enou^ to win the (JOP nomination, also compared 
his time as govemor to the current situatk>n in Wisconsin. He ponited to his refiisal to compromise with transft 
workeis, which prompted a strike and protests, in order to mamtain fiscal responsibilfty. 

"We the peq}le of the Uhfted States wiU rise up again, we will take back our countiy," he added, his voice gomg 
horse. 

Santorum, who is known fiir his strong social conservatism, comphuned to the crowd that he had been defined 
^ as nothmg more than a social conservative simple because he fought for their vahies. 

osj "Once you stkik your head out on the social issues, once you fight fbr the social fiibric of this country, you Ye 
^ labeled," saki Santorum, who pomted to his efiforts to end partml birth abortion but also his work on heahh care 
^ and welfiure refiirm. He joked that his chiklren had come to think his first name was "uftra," a reference to how 
^ he had been portrayed as extreme m the medm. 

Roemer, whose speech was grounded m strong opposftk)n to the influence of money and special interests in 
Waslungton, compkuned that while "tiie nation is hurting...WashftigtQn is a boom town." He vowed not to take 
more than $100 from any mdividual because America needs a presklent 'Vho's fiee to do the rijght Hung. Who's 
firee to lead," 

"The system is institutionally corrupt, and people of faitii need to come against the cormption," said Roemer, 
who, with little to lose, attacked ethanol subsidies before his Iowa audience. He cast himself as a "seasoned 
warrior against special interest money." 

Cam, a radk) talk show host end the only African-American m the GOP field, told the audience that the "̂ ad 
news" is that "the American dream is under attack" under Presklent Obama. 

"The good news is we are fighting back," he saki. Ĉ in went on to aigue that "The Unfted States of America, is 
not gomg to become the United States of Europe - not on our watch." 

Gopal Krishna, vice president ofthe Iowa Faitii & Fieedom Coalition, set the tone for the event in his qpenmg 
remarks, which included a statement that his organization is concerned that America has become a 
"multKultural haven for every weird and khiky lifestyle." Otiier speakers inchided RepubUcan Rqi. Steve Kmg, 
who railed agamst the Obama administratkm's decision not to defend the Defense of Marriage Act ni court, and 
Ralph Reed, who warned Republicans not to ignore social conservatives even as they fiicus on fiscal issues. 

2012 ConCeaders: Strengths and Weaknesses 



PJioto pgurtesy of Fred Kargpr Exploratory Coimnittee 

I Karger files F£C complaint against conservative Iowa 
group 
Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition denies viokiting election laws 
By TVierKingkadc 102.24.11 \ 8:04 am 

Fred Kaiger, the first Republican candidate to open a preddentkd exptoratory committee, will be filing a formal 
con l̂amt with the Federal Election Commisston against the promment conservative group, the Iowa Faith & Freedom 
Coalition, fat excluding him from a March 7 event. 

(Tj 

0) Republican presidenthJ hopefiJs will gather at the Point of Grace church in Waukee on March 7 for an event 
^ organized hy the IFFC. Former Mhmesota Gov. Tim Pawlentv. former Pennsylvania Sen. RickSamorunu finmer 

Godfather's Pizza CEO Herman Cain and former Louisiana Gov. Buddy Roemer have all confirmed their participatton. 
^ Iowa Republicans U.S. Rep. Steve King. Gov. Teny Branstad and L t Gov. Kim Reynolds have also said they w31 be m 
^ attendance. 

0 Karger was told early on he would not be welcome at the March event because he ''is not a legHimate candidate," or so 
says preddent of IFFC, Steve Scheffler. who is also one of three lowans on the Republican National Commfttee. 
Karger's camp counters ft's sunply because Karger happens to be gay. 

"There is no set of rational criteria that could expbin some of those who were invited but still exclude Fred," said 
NaUian Treloar, Iowa director for Karger's exploratoiy committbe. *̂ TYax only leaves irratioiud criteria, or bigotry.** -

Karger*s committee said the complauit statas that the IFFC forum violates federal election law because ft constitutes a 
donation to those candidates who were invited. They believe this qudifies as an. in-kind donation. As a tax-exempt 
S01(c)4 organization, they saki, the IFFC is allowed to engage in political education, but cannot donate or expressly 
advocate for or against a candidate. 

"Any claim by Mr. Karger that the Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalftion's Spring Kick-off constitutes an in-kind 
contribution to the caiiipaigns of as-yet undeclared preddential candkiates is specious and utterly without merit," the 
IFFC said in a statement. 'Totential candidates were invited based on an objective crfteria of viability, fundraidng 

1 ability, and prior electoral success with advice from legd counsel We are in full compliance with federd cainpaign 
regdlatiQus governing such events." 

But Karger is going beyond the FEC ccunploinl, he also launched LetFredIn.coin. in an attenqit to build support to 
include him in the forum. 

The March 7 is- expected by the IFFC to draw about 600 "Iowa activists." 

Karger also reeentiy had tixiuble beftig included at the Conservative Political Action Conference, where he was refused 
a speaking invitation, a booth m the exhibftion hall and was not inchided m the straw poll. 

In response, Karger then threw a party in the host hotel, invfting former New Mexico Gov. Gary Johnson, a potentid 
GOP 2012 candidate, Lt. Dan Choi, an activist agamst Don't Ask, Don't Tell, and Log Cabin Republtoans executive 
director R. Clarke Cooper. 

This is also not Karger's first run in with Scheffler. Last May, Scheffler sem an e-mail to Karger telling him he would 
"work overtime to help ensure that your polftical a îrations are aborted right here in Iowa." The reason, Scheffler said, 
is that Karger is part of the "radical homosexual communfty." 

Karger will be in Iowa this week to attend the 2011 Iowa Govemors Conference on LGBT Youth being held on 
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the Drake University campus. 
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IMan says Iowa forum excluding him because 
he's gay 

mm 
By MKE GLOWER 

Topics 

iowa 

Minorily Groups 

Justice and RigMs 

1:30 Am CST. Febmmy 2S^ 20t1 

B E-mail O Prbit Q SInie B f j ^ T u t Stae 

DES M0I^ES, iowa — A gay rigUte activist and Repubiiean 
presidenliai hopeful from Califomia aays hers filed a complaint 
with the Federai Election CommiBSion alleging that he's being 
excluded firom an n)coming GOP forum h Iowa l)ecause of 

See more topics » his sexual orientatioa 

l^^giff^idi^, founder of the gay rigMs group Cafforrians 
Aga'nst Hale. crilidzBd fonm sponsor the Iowa Path and 
Freedom Coattion durii^ a news oonVerenoe Friday. 

*The party of Abraham Lincoln should be fcKAiBive and 
welcome a l to discuss the kifNKtiit issues of today," said 
Kaiger, who Is openly gay. "As someone who has been 
active^ fcNo^led ih Repubiican poBies my enlbe Blie and 
worlied on nine presidenliai campaigns, fecbdins thee as 
senior consuftart to Presidents GeraU Ford. George H.W. 
Bust) and Ronald Reagan I f M I deserve a seat at Ihe 

In hb oomplaini maied lo tha FEC oa Thursday. Karger 
argues the ooaGtion b ineflact endorsfeig the 15 potertiai 
preddertiSI candidates I did iraAe. The forum b sdedUted fdr 
March 7 at Point of Grace Church in VUaiAee. 

iteed tiasic training In SEO and soebl media? Sign up for 
435 CRgitai seminars at ti^iSSiiia Tower » 

Steve Scheffler, presider< of the Iowa Faith and Freedom 
CoaAion, called Karger's oomplaini *^specious arri ulteriy withoul merit." 

He said the coalition used ofajectiiie criteria such as a participant's viability to conipete in iowa's 
caucuses, fundrabing atriHy and past eieclorai success in seiectif^g who to invite. He said group 

In case you missed it 

I'Code'on 
the ropes 

Schmich: The tragedy of Charfie 
Sheen 
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moitfiers oonstOed wlh lawyers h deddirg how to set the criteria. 

"We are in fuH oompEanoe with federal campaign regulations goveming such everts." Scheffler said. 

Of Ihe 15 potential candidates invited, four have confinned they wii be attending: fbmwr Minnesota 
Gov. Tbn Pawlenty, fonner Pennsylvania Sea Rick Santorum, fonner Godfather̂  Pizza CEO 
Herman Cain and fanner Louisiana Gov. Buddy Roeiner. 

Kaiger said there's a kmg IMoiy of i vvili between Schefftar and hb group, poirtKng to an e - ^ 
recited last May as an example. 

"You dorft care about transparent ~ you and the radical homosexual communily want to harass 
supporters of teal maniage." Scheffler wrote bi the e^nal. 'Hate you studied our past caucuses - you 
have no chanoe here kl Iowa." 

Sdieffler saU il!S nonsense to eonskler an bwtatkm to the grô prs event as ainourlkig to an in.̂  
oortributkML because the baAation has no monetary vaitB. 

AP-VimB.25-112223GMT 

Gel Ihe delvered to your home for only SI a week > 

Copyrlgm 2m 1 AaaoeMBd Rrets. AO rianii icseiwd. IM riMlBrW may nai te 
redlcMbutodL 

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU 
Cops: GH sexually assaulted at steepovcr; 2 
charged ICMeagD IMbinq̂  
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5 potential GOP 
candidates to 
converge at forum 

Wrfttenby 

JASON CLAYWORTH 

8:31 PM. Mar. 5,20111 

A high-profile fomm in Waukee on Monday 
will mark the unofficial start of the run-up 
tothe 2012 Iowa presidentiat caucuses. 

Potential candidates who are absent may 
stunt their eventual campaigns, some 
Republican strategists said. whPe also 
acknowledging that ft's early, and there's 
time to make up ground. 

Two of the biggest names who aren't 
scheduled to attend: Sarah Palin and Mike 
Huckabee. 

"They are losing out because it reinforces 
the talking point that they're not running." 
sakJ Chuck Laudner. fonner executh/e 
director of the Republican Party of Iowa. 
"Every day that somebody comes to the 
condusion that Palin or Huckabee or 
whoever isnl going to run, then they start 
Imlng up behind these other candkiates." 

The Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition's 
annual spring event will feature five 
Republtoans eyeing a run for presMent in 

2012: former Godfather's Pizza CEO 
Hernian Cain; fonner U.S. House Speaker N 
ewt Gingrich; fomier Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty; former Louisiana Gov. Buddy 
Roemer; and fonner Pennsyhianis Sen. Rick 
Santorum. Each is to be allowed 10 
minutes to speak. 

National news coverage is expected at the 
event at Point of Grace Church, and more 
than 600 GOP activists have made plans to 
attend, including Gov. Terry Branstad and 
Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds. 

The coalftton is a conservath/e group 
headed by Republican National Committee 
member Steve SchefHer of West Des 
Moines. It hvited about 15 potential 
candkiates. including Palin, the former 
Alaska govemor. and Huckabee. the 
fomier Aricansas govemor. Scheffler has 
pftched Monday's event as "the largest 
gathering of pro-family, values-minded 
voters kl the spring of 2011." 

The group gained attention for one person 
who was excluded from the invftatton list: 
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Fred Karger, a gay man and longtime 
Republk:an activist from Califomia who has 
formed a preskiential exploratory 
committee. 

Scheffler and Karger butted heads last year 
when Scheffler sent an e-mail telling 
Kargen "I will woric overtime to help ensure 
that your politk:al aspirattons are aborted 
right here In Iowa." 

Karger has filed a complaint with the 
Federal Elecb'on Commisston, saying 
Scheffler is unfairly promoting other 
candkiates. Karger acknowledged that FEC 
action against oaucus debate sponsors is 
rare. The coalitton would face fines or 
possible loss of its nonprofit status if the 
FEC were to investigate and rule in Karger's 
fevor. 

Scheffler dki not retum a phone call Friday, 
but the coalitton's organizational director. 
Drew Klein, said sexual orientatton was not 
a criteria for the invitations. He declined to 
specify why Kangor wasnt invited. 

Karger. 61, said he wants to help 
transform the GOP into a more welcoming 
and tolerant poiitteal group from the inside 
out. He sakJ he will not attempt to crash 
Monday's event. 

''4f 8 very disturitiing." Karger saki of 
Scheffler and the groupis decision. "He's so b 
latent and so naaty about his approach, 
saying Vm a single-issue candidate, whteh 
is oode for 'He's gay.'" 

Laudner noted that in prevtous years, 
hundreds of people have filed papenivork 

to run for presklent. and that someone like 
Karger. who has slim name recognition, 
isn't a vidble candklate. 

Bob Haus, a Des Moines Republican who 
managed caucus campaigns for Fred 
Thompson, Sfeeva Forbes and Phil Gramm, 
saki Karger has been able to gain attentton 
by not being invited. Ultimately, however, 
the fomm is about the most serious 
candidates, Haus saki. 

Haus saki it's possible that those who skip 
the event may hurt their long-tenn viability 
as candkidteG. However, any candidate 
could qutekly i»gain ground in Iowa with 
hard woric and one-on-one meetings with 
the party's core voters, he said. 

Nonetheless, he called Monday's event "a 
pretty big deal." 

"I think many are on their own time frame, 
and they're going to figure out when and if 
they want to get in according to their own 
schedule," hfeus said. 
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CO 

[Code of Federal Regulations] 
[Title 11, Volume 1] 
[Revised as of January 1, 2010] 
From the U.S. Government Printing Office via GPO Access 
(CITE: 11CFR110.13] 

(Page 183-184] 

TITLE 11—-FEDERAL ELECTIONS 

CHAPTER I—FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

PART 110_CONTRIBUTION AND EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS AND PROHIBITIONS— 
Table of Contents 

Sec. 110.13 Candidate debates. 

(a) Staging organizations. (1) Nonprofit organizations described in 
26 U.s.c. 501 <c)(3) or (c)(4) and which do not endorse, support, or 

^ oppose political candidates or political parties may stage candidate 
^ debates in accordance with this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f). 
^ (2) Broadcasters (including a cable television operator, programmer 
^ or producer), bona fide newspapers, magazines and other periodical 
^ publications may stage candidate debates in accordance with this section 
^ and 11 CFR 114.4(f), provided that they are not owned or controlled by a 
<S| political party, political committee or candidate. In addition, 
*̂  broadcasters (including a cable television operator, programmer or 

producer), bona fide newspapers, magazines and other periodical 
publications, acting as press entities, may also cover or carry 
candidate debates in accordance with 11 

[[Page 184]] 

CFR pert 100, subparts B and C and part 100, subparts D and E. 
(b) Debate structure. The structure of debates staged in accordance 

with this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f) is left to the discretion of the 
staging organizations(s), provided that: 

(1) Such debates include at least two candidates; and 
(2) The staging organization(s) does not structure the debates to 

promote or advance one candidate over another. 
(c) Criteria for candidate selection. For all debates, staging 

organization(s) must use pre-established objective criteria to determine 
which candidates may participate in a debate. For general election 
debates, staging organizations(s) shall not use nomination by a 
partictrlar political party as the sole objective criterion to determine 
whether to include a candidate in a debate. For debates held prior to a 
primary election, caucus or convention, staging organizations may 
restrict candidate participation to candidates seelcing the nomination of 
one party, and need not stage a debate for candidates seeking the 
nomination of any other political party or independent candidates. 

[61 FR 18051, Apr. 24. 1996; 61 FR 24533, May 15, 1996, as amended at 67 
FR 78681, Dec. 26, 2002] 
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m lowans Life Toll outpaces fatalities so far in 2011 
?3r 
0 Bv iowa Department of Transportation 
AJ 
ficti AMESk iowa - March 10,2011 - Life or death, road trips on Iowa highways can end either way. One statistic Iowa 

Department of... 
Read more » 

Last dav of Spring Leaf Vacuum Collection 
By City of Cedar Rapids 

Title: Last day of Spring Leaf Vacuum Collection Location: The grass next to your curb. Start Time: 4/28/2011 8K)0 PM End 
Time: 4/29/2011 7:59... 
Read more » 

Last Week for Spring Vacuum Collection 
Bv Chv of Cedar Rapids 

Title: Last Week for S^ing Vacuum Collectten Location: The grass next to your curb Start Time: 4/24/2011 8K)0 PM End 
Time: 4/25/2011 7'.59 PM... 
Read more » 

Spring Loose Leaf Vacuum Colleetion Starts 
By City of Cedar Rapids 

Title: Spring Loose Leaf Vacuum Collection Starts Locatton: The grass next to your curb. Start Time: 4/3/2011 8.00 PM End 
Time: 4/4/2011 759 PM... 
Read more » 

Media Briefing Tomorrow: Citv Purchases Rare Organ 



for Paramount Theatre Bfistoratian Proieot 
Bv Citv of Cedar Rapids 

Date: 3/1(V2011 ConUict: Cassie Willis, (319) 286-5055 Body: The City of Cedar Rapkis, in partnership widi The Cedar 
Rapkis Area Iheatre Organ Society, continues... 
Read more » 
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^ Candidate exclusion based on b̂igotry' 
0 ^ 
ni February 23,2011,3:13 pm 

By From a Media Release 

Exclusion of proq)ective Republican jxesidential candklate Fred Kargger from a March 7 Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition 
forum can only be attributed to **inrational criteria, or bigotiy," according to his Iowa campaign director. 

Fred Karger 

Despite being the first potential candklate to fonn an exploiatoiy committee, hire Iowa staff, and air an Iowa commercial, 
Kaiger was told by IFFC Preskfent Steve Scheffler that his candkhicy was not credible, according to the Kargar's Iowa 
director, Nathan Tretoar. 

The only explanatkm is that Karger is openly g»y, Tretoar saki. 

"'There is no set of ratkmal criteria that conkl exĵ lein some of those who were invited but still exchide Fred." Treloar sidd. 

Karger is launching a website Friday, www.LetFredln.comJ for people to get more informatton and sign an online petitton. 

In additton, Karger will file a formal complaint with the Federal Election Commisston alleging the IFFC forum violates 
federal electton law because h constitutes a donatton to those candkiates who were invited. As a tax-exempt 501 (c)4 
orĝ ization, the IFFC is allowed to engage in political educatton, but cannot donate or expressly advocate for or against a 
candidate. 

Karger s seventh trip to Iowa will also include a visit to the 2011 Iowa Governors Conference on LGBT Youth at 
Drake University Feb. 24. 
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Fred Karger responds to exclusion hom Iowa candidate fomm 
2/23/2011 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, Februaiy 23,2011 

CONTACT: Nadian Treloar 515-783-0932 

(DES MOINEŜ  IA) Proqiective Republican presidential candklate Fred Karger will be in Iowa later this week to 
re^nd to his excluston fiom an iqicoming candklate forum 

The lown Faith and Fieedom Coalhton (formorly the Iowa Christian Alliance) mvfted maiiy of the likety, and even 
some not-so-Iikely, GOP hopefuls to the March 7 forum Despite bemg the first potentkd candidate to have finmed an 
exptoratoiy committee, hired Iowa staff, and ahed an Iowa commercial, Karger was told by IFFC president, Steve 
SchefHer tibat his candkhicy was not credible. Mr. Scheffler would not disctose what factors were consideied when 
deckling who would be invited. 

Nathan Treloar, Iowa director for Karger's exploratory comnuttee, believes there is only one explanatton for,the snub 
- because Karger is openly ĝ y. "There is no set of rational criteria that could explain some of those vibo were invited 
but still exchî  Fred." Treloar said. *̂ That only leaves irrational criteria, or bigotry .** 

Karger is hnindiing a new website, http-y/www.LetFredIn.conL for people to get more information and sign an online 
petition to show their support for his tochiston. The webshe, ̂ c h will become active-Friday, will be used to raise 
awareness of the shuatton in Iowa and prepare for his exclusion from any fiiture fimuns or debates as he tests the 
waters to determine if he will run for Present in 2012. 

In addition, Karger will be filmg a formal complaint with the Federal Election Commission (FEC). The coniplaint 
states tiiat the IFFC forum violates federal election law because it constitutes a donation to those candidates who 
were invited. As a tax-exeifipt 501 (c)4 xnganizatton, the IFFC is altowed to engage in polittoai educatton, but caimot 
donate or expressly advocate for or agamst a candklate. 

Karger wiii preview littp://wwwXetEEedIn.com end provide more.details ofhis FEC coinpkuiit and otfaBracttons at a 
press confeience on Fridŝ , Febniaiy 25. 

Karger's seventfi tiip to Iowa will also mclude a visk to the 2011 Iowa Governors Conference on LGBT Youth being 
held on the Drake Ikiiversky canatpus Thursday, February. 24. 

Printer-fiiendW version Send this article to a friend S U H K H H I M D 
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Obama DOMA decision ensures gay marriage as presidential campaign issue 
By Bret HaywBrth | Februaiy 23,2011 - 1225 pm 

Ihere's midday news fliat ensures gay marriage vrill be a tq>ic considerably discussed during tfie 2012 presidenliai race. Here m Iowa, pug 
mairinge has been a hotbotlDn Umic ftr fhe hsthslf decade wifli a penfingcourt case andflieii April 2009 Iowa Supiente Conil rafiiigon fhe 
stale's constilution that has led te imabBted discussion nf who should be able to many whom. Hundreds of thousands of dolhrs have been spent 

. by new gpupslbmiedosiipporf. and oppose liie same-sex marriage reality m Iowa. 

bl late 2010, die so-calkd don't adc, drni'tteDpolî  on service by gnr mOitaiy members wns overtumed m Congress. And flien tfiis news in die 
last hour, whidi win mean marriage wUl be even more hotly debated as tfie jxesidential campa^ kkks up: 

0 Jhe Obama admbdsttation says ii vpill rio Imgsr d^end the coHstitaSonality cf a federal law thta bam reeognitfon ttf same-sex nuanage. 

ti) ina statement Wednesday, Attomey General Eric Holder says President Bamck Obama has concluded that the administration can no longer 
(SI dkfend the fedend law thai defines maniage as mdy between a man and a woman. 
(N 

The JttsticeDqxument had d^nded the IkfemecfMariage Act in cowi until 1^ 
m" 
^ You can absolutely count on Republicans campaignng lo win the Februaiy 2012 Iowa caucuses to be dismissive of die justice department 
Q change. National OOP'ers wiO no doid)t be givingpublic statements of outrage as die afternoon goes on. 
^ ADDmON AT 12:58 P.M. — This latest step in tfie natlona] debate on gay marriage comes as the only openly gay Repobfioan preskiential 

candidate, Fied Karger of CaUfomia, is balking over heing omitted from a March 7 hiwa ferum. Kaiger in a release teday says the Iowa Faidi 
and Fkeedom Coalition (ibnnerlly the Iowa Christian Alliance) inv^ the forum, but IFFC President Steve 
Scheffler is ŝ ing Kaiger isn't a credible candidate. 

Kaiger, overloaked on many lists of Rqiublican presidentfal hopefuls, has formed an expkvaloiy coinmittee and heed Iowa staf£ His Iowa 
campaign director, Nadian Treloar, contends there is only one exphnation for the IFFC snub — because Kaiger is qpenly gay. Kaiger supports 
repeafing die Defense of Mairiage Act 

Tags: barack obama, caucus, defense of marriage act, dont ask doni tell, eric hokler, fred karger, gay marriage, kywa supreme court, nathan 
tretoar 
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Dear Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition: Why Are You 
Afraid of Fred Karger? 

<ri bv Michael Jones • February 24.2011 
£9 Toptos: 

^ • LGBT Politicians 

Nl 

fb 717 views 

DFred Karger is the openly gay Republican — and fonner Reagan adviser — 
exploring a nm for the 2012 GOP Presidential nomination. He might not get as much press as, say, the Santorums or 
Pawtentys or Huckabees, but Karger has been vocal about his intentions of exploring a run for President, and he's been 
trekking to places like Iowa and New Hanipshire meeting with scores of voters. 

By maiiy icspec^ Kaiger has invested himself more into his exptoratory cainpaign than any otiier potential 2012 GOP 
nominee. Yet de^ite his efforts, the Iowa Faith aod Freedom Ctoalition doesn't considerjCarBera "legitimate" 
conlimder for President. The group's head even went so far to say a couple months ago that he'd like to personally 
"abort" Karger's potential candkiacy. 

In just a few weeks, the Iowa Faitii and Freedom Coalhion will be hosting an event for potential 2012 GOP Presidenttol 
candidates. Rick Santorum will be there. Hennan Cain will be there. Tun Pawlenty will be there. Heck, even fonner 
Louisiana Gov. Buddy Roemer wiU be there, and there's been virtually no buzz whatsoever about faun. Ehit at the 
moment, Fred Karg^ will not be there, because the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalhton has refused to invhe hinL 

That's led Karger to start his own web site — LetFredln.com — calling for his inehiston in die March 2011 event; it's led 
more than 500 Chanfle.org members to put pressure on the Iowa Fakh and Freedom Coalition to open their doors to 
Karger; and it's now likely to lead to an ofikial compktmt witti the Federal Election Cominission (FEC), charging that 
the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalitton is viohitmg federal law by purposely excluding Karger fiom thek event. 

The Iowa Independeni has this story, with Tyler Kingjcade speakmg to Karger's Presidential exploratory committee 
about the upcoining FEC complamt. 

"There is no set of rational criteria tiiat eoiild expkDin some of those who were invited but still exclude Fred," said 



Nathan Trekiar, Iowa director fbr Kaiger's exploratory committee. ''That only leaves iizattonal criteria, or bigotry " 

Ifl were a betting man, I'd phice my money on bigotiy. Here's tiie nioney paragraph from Kmgikade's piece tiiat 
eiqikuns the justification for Karger's FEC compkunt: 

-Karger's cominittee said the complaint states that the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition (IFFQ fiinim 
violates federal election tow because h constitutes a donation to those candidates who were mvhed. They 
believe this quafifiestasan in-kmd donatton. As a tax-exenqit 501 (c)4 organization, they said, the IFFC is 
altowod to engage to political education, but caimot donate oi expressly advocate fiv or against a 
candidate: 

It all toaves the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalitton with a tot of exptoiiung to do. What's the criteria theyVe set fbr 
determinmg who to mvite to this fixrum? Do they not welcome the participation of openly ĝ y candidates witiun the 
ranks ofthe GOP? And dont th^ trust Towa voters to make up thek own mmds about who is, or isnt, a tegjtimate 

^ candidate for President? 

^ Heck, eveo Mitt Ronmey said earlier this month that any presidenttol fomm ought to be all-tocluswe, rather than 
^ limhmg. 

«̂  "Frankly, the more peopfe we have on the stage to those debates, talkmg about different ideas and different 
^ approaches, the better," Romney said. 

^ What a shame that the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition doesn't concur. Send the group a message that Kaiger is more 
than just a legitimate potential candidate for President; he's ]x>ssibly the most legitimate candidate m the field for the 
nondnation. And lie deserves a spot m their forum, so that voters, and not the Iowa Faith and Fieedom Coalition, can 
decide who's a tegitimate candidate for President. 

Photo credil: Fred Kareer 

I Michael Jones is a Change.org Editor. He has worked to the field of human rights communications for a 
decade, most recently for Harvard Law School. 
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Karger complains officially he was left out of forum 
K) S:1dPM.F«b2S.2(ni|byTamBeaimKy«|^4C0iTyner«a 

^ CateqoilBs; Iowa PoMcs Insideg 

Fred Karger stepped up his feud Ffklay with Iowa 
Republican Steve Scheffler by filing a complaint fbr 
exdudihg him from a Mar. 7 GOP event tfiat is 
expected to feature several preskiential prospects. 

Karger, a political strategist and businessman from 
Califomia, is openly gay and has promoted gay rights as a central 
theme of his candkiacy for the Republican presidential nominatnn. 

Karger saki he mailed a complaint with the Federal Electton 
Oxnmisskm sakf Scheffler. in inviting 15 Riapufaiican figures lo ttie 
event, was in effect promoting them. So far. fomner Minnesota Gov. 
Tim Pawlenty. fonner CEO Herman Cain and former Pennsylvania 
Sen. Rick Santoram have aoeepted the imritatton. 

Tom Beaumont 

Tom Beaumont is chief poGlical reporter for the f 
Pea Moines Register. (L 

Scheffler, who has saki lie would tiy to derail Karger's campaign, is 
the presklent of the Iowa F ^ and Freedom Coalition, which is 
sponsoring the fomm. Scheffler has saki he invited presidential 
prospects who inet criteria including fundraising and previous 
political activity. 

Tags: Fred Karger. Herman Cean, towa caucuses, Rtok Sanleram, 
Steve Scheffler, Tirti Paiivlenty 
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wfaDtv.coin/iiewŝ who-stoiy-opeiily-gay-candklate-tefi-out-20110225,0,5562605.stoiy 

WHO 

NOT INVITED: Cafifomia businessman Fred Karger says he*s filed a 
complaint with the Federal Election Commission. 

WHO 

StaffWiiter 

622 PM CST, Febraaiy 25,2011 

Fred Karger says he's been excladed from a March Tth.Republican 
Presidential forum sponsored by the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition. 

Kaiger is an openly gay candidale for the GOP nondnation and argued 
he was excluded due to his sexual orientation. In his compkunt, he 
argues the group was, m effect, suĵ sortrng the 15 candtoates it did 
invite. Karger says if he were to get an mvite, he'd focus on his top 
issues. 

Steve Scheffler of (he Faitii and Freedom Coalition says his group used 
oljective criteiu m makmg its mvite choices. - That mcludes viability, 
fundraising and past electoral success. 

Scheffler says his group consulted- wkh lawyers m decidtog how to set 
the criteria for issutog mvitations. 
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Man says Iowa forum, excluding him because 
he's gay 
By MIKE GLOVER, Associated Press 
Friday, Febmary 25,2011 

(02-25) 14:22 PST Des Momes, Iowa (AP) -

A gay lights activist and Republican presidential hqpeful from' 
(California aays he's ffled a complaiBt with the Fadaral Election 
CommissiDn alleging that he's bdng exduded from an 
upcomiiig GOP Ibmm in Iowa because of his sexual orientation. 

Fired Kaiger, founder of the gay ri^ts group Odifomians Against Kate, criticized forum sponsor tbe Iowa Faith 
and Freedxua Coalition dining a news oonferenoe Friday. 

Hie party of Abraham Lincoln ahoidd be indusrve and welcnnie all to discuss the important issues of today," said 
Kaiger, who is openly gay. "As someone who has been actively involved in Re];mblican politics my entire life and 
woiked on nine presidential campaigns, induding three as senior consultant to Presidents Gerald Ford, Geoige 
H.W. Bush and Ronald Reagan I fed I deseive a seat ut the taide." 

In his complaint mafled to the FEC on Tliuisday, Kaiger argues the coalition is in efifect endorsing the 15 potential 
presidential candidates it did invite. Hie forum is scheduled for Marĉ  7 at Point of Grace Qiurch in Waukee. 

Steve SdieflBer, president of the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition, caHed Kaiger's complaint "spedous and utterly 
wtthout merit." 

He said the coalition used objective criteria sudi as a partidpant's viability to compete in Iowa's cancuses, 
fundraisiiig abflity and past dectoral success in sdecting who to invite. He said group members consulted with 
lawyers in dedding how to set the criteria. 

"We are in full compliance with federal campaign regulations governing sudb events," Scheffler said. 

Of the 15 poteutial candidates invited, four have confiimed they will be attending: former Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty, former Pienn̂ vania Sen. Ride Santorum, former (Sodfetfaer's Pizza CEO Herman Csan and former 
Louisiana Gov. Buddy Roemer. 

Kaiger said there's a long histmy of fli wiU between Sdieffler and his groap, pointing to an o-tnafl he recdved Inst 
May as an example. 

"You don't care about transparency — you and the radical homosexual oommuhity want to harass supporters of 
real marriage," Scheffler wrote in the e-mail. "Have you studied our past caucuses — you have no chanoe here in 
Iowa." 

Scheffler said it's nonsense to consider an invitation to the group's event as amounting to an ui-kind contribution, 
because the invitation has no monetaiy value. 

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bln/artlde.cgl?fs/n/a/2011/02/25/state/nl41706S47.DTL 
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Man says Iowa forum 
excluding him because 
he*s gay 

By MKE GLOVER Assocbled Press 

Posted: 0205001102:18:54 PM PST 

Ulpdsted: Q2i25i20110223:00 PM PST 

DES MOINES. IDW»-A gay rigMs aclivisi and 
Repijl)lican piesldenliBi hopeful from CdHbrnia says 
he^ faed a comptoint wfOi the Federal Bedton 
Convrission allegbig thai he^ being excluded from 
an upcoining GOP fbmm hi tawa l)ecause of his 
sexual orientation. 

Fred Kaiger, fbunder of the gay rights gieup 
CaKfomians Against Hale. criUdzed fomm sponsor 
the lawa FaHh and Freedom CoalBton during a news 
conference Friday. 

The party of Alwaham Unooln shoukl be indusfve 
and wetoome all to discuss the important Issues of 
today." saki Karger. who is openly gay. "As someone 
who has been actively Involved In Republican 
poUcs ny entire Ufe and woriiad on nirio 
presidenliEri campî gnSi indudhig three os sentor 
oensullare le PiesMants Gerakt Forri. Geoige H.W. 
Bush and RonakI Reagan IfeOl I deserve a seat al the 
tabte." 

bl his complaint nailed tothe FEC on Thursday, 
Karger ergues the coalitton is in effect endorsing 
the 15 potential presMential candidates tt did invtte. 
The fbmm is scheduled for Mareh 7 at Pdnt of 
Grace Chord) in WEnikee. 

Steve Schefler, preeMentof the Iowa Faith end 

Freetfcnn Coalitton. called Kargeî  complaint 
"Spectous and utteify wittiout merlL" 

He said the coalitton used objective criteria such as 
a particqpanl̂  vtobiiity to oonpete to town's 
caucuses, fundraisihg dbSty and past etedoral 
success to selecGng who to invite. He saki group 
menfbers consulted with lawyers to dedding how to 
set the criteria. 

"We are to fidl compliance with federal campaign 
regulattons govemtog such events." Scheffler saki. 

Ofthe 15 potential candidates invited, fnar have 
conflrmed fliey wiHIie attending: fonner Mtonesote 
Gov. Tbn Pawtenty. former Pennsylvante Sen. Rlck 
Santorum, fonner Godfetheî  Pizza CEO Hennan 
Cato and fbmierljoulstona Gov: Buddy Roemer. 

Karger saM therefls a long history or in wa between 
Scheffler and his group, pototing to an e-maD he 
received last May as an example. 

"You dont care about transparency—you and the 
ratfical homosexual community want to harass 
supporters of real marriage," Scheffler wrote in the 
e-mail. "Have you studied our past caucuses-you 
have no chance here to tawa." 

Scheffler saM ifs nonsense to condder an tov'rtatton 
to the group'!s evenbao amounttog to on In-kind 
contrtoulton, beoaosothabivitaltonhasno 
moneteiy value. 
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hmĴ MCK] 

11 NEWS II 

Avsled onMvoGitKxem Febniory 26.201112:07:S7 PH 

Fired Karger Files Complaint witfa FEC Foflowing Iowa Exdusicm 
Republican presidential hopefiil Fred Karger says he's being exduded finom an upcoming GOP forum in Ibwa because he% gay. 
By Winston I 

R f̂lutjOcan preskiential hopeful Fked Karger says hels being exduded from an upcoming GQP fbnm in Iowa ttecause he's gay. 

Karger, a gay rights. Mttvlst who founded the group csMismlans ilgalnst Hate, has ffled a cqmpialnC wtth the Federal Becfion Commlssian, saying the Iowa Faith and 
Reedom Coalltlon,'sponBor of the forum schedided Ibr Mardi 7, fs In ellect endorsing the 15 potenUal presidenliai candidates it did invite. 

"The party oT Abraham Unooin should lie InduShw and welosMe ail to discuss the important issues or today," said Karger at a new oonferenoe FHday. "As someone 
who has been acOvely involved In Republican politics roy entire life and worieed on nine presidenUai campaigns, Induding three as senior consultant to Presidents 
Gerald Ford, George H.W. Bush and Ronald Reagan I lied I deserve a seat at the table." 

The Iowa Faith and FIrecdQm•Coailtlan's president. Stove Sdieffler, called Karger's complaint "spedous and utterly without ment," saying Ms organization used 
obffectlve criterto in selecting who to invite and is "in fliil oompiianoe with fiederal campaign regulations goveming suoh events.' 

Karger says this isnt the first time his group has liattied wRh Scheffler, dOng an e-mail he reoelved last May. "You dont care about transparency—you and the 
radical homosexual oommunity want to harass supporters of real maniage," wrote Scheffler. "Have you studied our past caucuses—you have no chance here In 
Iowa." 

Karger Is eyeing • run for ihe Rapubllcaa noniliiattonforpresider«ln 2012. 
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Republican 2012 contender: "I will not be buHiĝ d̂  
by Iowa ronservative group 

Posted on 26 Februaiy 2011. 

Bv ADAM B SULLIVAN 
Special to lowaWatch 

A little-known presidential prospect said he will appeal to the federal govemment and to 
his likely opponents in hopes of being included in a Republican preskiential debate next 
month. 

Califomia Repubitoan Fred Karger was the first contender to fonn an exploratory 
committee for the 2012 presidential election and already has staff on the ground in 



Iowa. He's made a handful of trips to Iowa and New Hampshire and shot commercials 
bdlh places. 

If Karger does ofTiqially join the race, he'll be the first openly-gay preskiential candkiate. 
So perhaps it's unsurprising that the towa Faith and Freedom Coalition — a socially 
conservative group operated by the towa Christian Alliance—dkint invite Karger to a 
rsifly next month in Waukoe. 

Karger says he's being excluded because he's gay. Aft a press conference in Des 
Meines on Faday, he called the event organizor "a buHy and a bigpt" and announced he 
is calling on federal authorities in intervene. 

Iowa Christian Alliance Preskient Steve ScheffHer wasn't available to comment on Friday 
aftemoon, but he told The Des Moines Register eariier this year that Karger isn't worthy 

^ of debating the other contenders because he only focuses oh gay issues. 

Nl "He's got one issue and in my opinton that does not make him D serious or legitimate 
!fN candtoate," Scheffler said. 
<N 

^ The Karger camp says that's not a good enough reason. In a letter to the Federal 
^ Election Commission, Karger alleges that because towa Faith and Freedom Coalition 
p organizers havent disclosed how they detennined who to invite to the focuro, tho group 
(N is illegally supporting participants. 

"[SchefFler]. doesn't like me or my beliefs, so Fred Karger Is not invited," Karger saki. 
"There Is no specific political criteria used like other sponsors of debates and forums 
use." 

While Karger doesnH shy away from his statas as a gay Repubitoan that has fbeled 
much of his media attention, he fghts the single-issue label. 

"I want to focus on education and the economy — I come from California where 
unemployment is 12 percent," he said. "I want to woric on.the issues that are important 
to my communitŷ  but I've talked about dozens of bther issues. 

The consenotive organizatton said in a statement to the towa Independent, that fbrum 
invitations were based on viability, fund raising ability, and prior electoral success: 

"Any claim by Mr. Karger that the Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalitton's Spring Ktok-off 
cQDStitutes an to-kind contribution to Ihe eaiiipaigns of as-yet undedatad piestoerdial 
candkiates is spectous and utterly Without n i ^ " 

A federal election law expert saki groups generally rely on objective criteria to exclude 
fringe candtoates, but ifs not unoomrnon for ce'rtairi .pditidans to k>e left out. 

"You'll see plenty of det>ates that indude only the front-runners," Paul S. Ryan, a 
lawyer with the Campaign Legal .Center in Washington D.C, told lowaWatch. "There 
might be 15 candkiates but many, debates might todude only four or flVe of those. And I 
think that's in the publto interest, there's not muds good that wqald come out nf an hotir 
or hour-and-a-half debate between 15 .people." 

Organizers snubbed candkiates a handful of times during the last eledion cycle: Alan 
Keyes, a fomner U.S. d'plomat, and Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Califomto, were denied 
invitations to events t>ecause debate sponsors saki their polling numbers were too low. 

Among Ihe Democrats, former Alaska Gov. Mike Gravel and Rep. Dennis Kudnich, 
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D-Ohto. were each left out of a few debates for poor poll showinge or based on 
requirements that candkiates hire campaign staffers or nent offtee space in contentious 
states. Some on the left criticized the Des Momes Register for exduding them. 

Hiose cases all indude objedh/e criteria for who was invited. Periiaps more 
controversial, though, was the Repubitoan Jewish Coalitton's dedston not to invite Rep. 
Ron Paul, R-Texas, to a 2007 event Paul supporters eritidzod the Jewish greup, saying 
the congressman viras exduded becauee he has frequenfly opposed ato to Israel. StiH, 
federal eleotinns eothorities dIdnt intervene. 

If the Federal Eledtons Commisston doesnt side witti Karger in advance of the March 7 
event, the self-described Independent Republican hopes the other possible candkiates 
will stick up for him. 

In a leitter to the 15 expected forum attendees — most of whom had made far fewer 
moves toward a preskiential run — Karger wrote: 

As someone whe hes been actively involved ID Repubitoan pditics my entire 
life and worieed on nine Preskiential campaigns toduding three as a sentor 
consultant to Prestoents Gerald Ford, George H.W. Bush and Ronald 
Reagan, I feel I deserve a seat at the table. 

The Party of Abraham Lincdn should be Inclusive and welcome all to 
discuss the important issues of today. Our nation is at a pivotal pdnt, and I 
would hope that you would support my effort to speak at the towa Faith and 
Freedom Coalition Forurn. 

An Iowa palittoal expert says ifs not likely the other Republtoans — induding big namee 
like Sarah Palin, Mitt Roniney, and Mike Huckabee—will align with a candkiate who is 
so vocal about gay issues. 

"People arent going to Jump into the fray with him if thaf s his main thing," said Tim 
Hagle, an associate processor in the University of towa's pditical science program. "You 
gotta have more than one issue here. Ifs gotta be more than that." 
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Gay GOP Presidential Contender Shut Out of First 
Iowa Debate 
No mailer how hopeless the candidate, Ralph Reed's Iowa Ftuth and Freedom Coalition invites every potential 2010 
GOP presidentitd contender to the first debate of the campaigrk—everyone, that is, but Fred Karger. 

By Stephanie Mencimer f Tue Mar. 1,2011 8:36 AM PST 

^ Former Christian Coalition whiz-kid Ralph Reed's new Faith and Freedom Coalitkm [11 will be hosting the first major 

1̂  event ofthe GOP 2012 presidential race next week in Iowa. Pretty much anyone who's expressed even a remote 
I* I 

<̂  interest in nmning has been invited to attend: John Thune, Rick 5hnt<mim [2], Newt Gingrich, Ron Paul, even 

ff) pot-promoter and fonner New Mextoo povemor Garv Johnson 131 have all received invitesL even though there's ahnost 

^ no chance any of them will win the GOP nomiiution, much less make it to the White House. (Thune, in fiict, has 
Q 
<N announced that he isn't running.) Which is why Fred Karaer r41is so mifred. 

The first openly eav Republican to make a run for the White Hous [5]e, Karger has already started a preadential 

exploratory coinmittee, hired staff in Iowa and New Hanipshire, where he's been running TV ads, and has been profiled 

in major media ontlets for launching his serious canipaign. But none of those things, qiparently, was enoH^ to 

convince conservative Christian activist Steve Scheffler; the organizer of the iowa event; to invite Kaiger to the 

presidential foninL Karger's pretty sure that it's because he's gay. Last week, Karger asked the Federal Election 

Commission to investigate Scheffler and the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition [6] fbr violating federal eleetion laws. 

In his complaint to the FEC [7], Karger argues that the Iowa forum, if considered a debate, has used arbitrary criteria 

for deciding on whom coukl participate, in violation of explicit rules. If the FEC deckles that the event—desigped in 

more of a meet and^et fonnat— îsnt a debate, then Kargpr says h still vtolates the ban on corporate contributions 

because the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition would be breaching its nonprofit tax status by endorsing some 

candidates over others (namely Kaiger). Because the Iowa fonmi will be heM on March 7, Kaiger has asked the 

FEC for an expedited ruling. 

Kaiger and Schefiler have some history. [8] Back in May, Scheffler, one of Iowa's two members of the Republican 

National Committee, sent Karger an email saying: 

You dont care about transparency— ŷou and the radtoal homosexual community want to harass supporters 

of REAL marriage. 1 am the Republican National Committeeman for Iowa. As a private citizen and 

knowing literally thousands of caucus goers, 1 will work overtime to help ensure that your political 

aspirations are aborted right here in Iowa. Have you studied our past caucuses—you have NO chance here 



in Iowa!** 

7 

When the Des Moines Retdsler asked Scheffler about his email [9], he was unapotogetic, reqx>nding, Tm going to call 

a spade a qNide." So perhaps it's no smprise that Scheffler declined to invite Karger. to participate. Kaiger has been 

relendessly bbbying for weeks for an invite, even petitioning Ralph Reed himself when the two were in Washington 

attending the Conservative Polittoai Action Conference [10] in Jaiiuaiy. But Kaigei's appeals were for naught, viidch 

might be all the better for his campaign: Getting shut out of the forum has given him a good reason to hold press 

conferences and pubUcize his campaiga ̂ l̂ile highUĝ tmg the pettiness ofthe GOP foot soldiers. He's created a 

website called www.LetFrccfin.com [11 ] to generate an onslaagjlit of petitions to Schefiler to persuade him to change 

hismind. 

It is possible. Schefiler has also in the past dissed potential presidential candklate and Mississippi Govemor Haley 

Pj Barbour for his comments suggesting that the GOP ougbt to dechue a truce in the culture wars and that he would 

2 support pro-choice Republicans for office. Last year, Scheffler infoimed Barbour he was "toast" in Iowa should he 

P decide to run in 2012. But Scheffler apparently deckled to phig his nose and invite Barbour to the March forum 

anyway. If he can survive an hour in the same space as Barbour, Scheffler could probably bring himself to shake hands 

with a gay Republican. 

Source URL: http://iiMitheriones.com/nioio/201 l/03/gav-eoi>presidential-cortender-d̂  
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Upcoming Iowa presidential fomm excludes gay Republican 
candidate 
Bv Amanda Carey-The Daily Caller 922 AM 03/0S/2011 
ADVERTISEMENT 

The Iowa Fahh and Freedom Coalhion (IFFQ plans to host a presidential fomm on Monday. March 7. As presidential finums BP. flus one is 
consideied a big deal It's the first time praspecthw 2012 Republican candidates will appear together and it takes plaoe in the great state of 
Iowa - home to die Iowa caucus. 

1̂  
rrl So ftr. Rick Santorara. Budify Roemer, Herman Cain, Tim Pawlenty and Newt C^gncfa have ̂ gped on to attend. Haley Barixwr, Nfilch 
Ki Danieb, Mike Huckabee, Sarah Palin, Ron Paul, Tim Pawlentv. Mike Pence, John Thune, Gaiy Johnson and John Bolton were all abo 
(N invitedi 
(N 
Ml The fisrum isn't a debate. Rather, it's a meet-and-gpeet, where potential candkiates will give a 10-minute pilch to the natkm*s first voters. 
•ST 

Steve Scheffler, president of the Coalition, recently commented on the event, saying the 2012 eiectkm has the **most wkle-open fieU in 50 
O yean.** And aoconliitg to a December 2010 Wall Stieet Journal storv. Scheffler saki invitations to tlie forum had been sent to ''anyone who 
^ has expressed the slightest interest in the 2012 Republican nonunation.** 

Biit one potential candidate is being kept oiit of the fonun. 

Fred Kareer. the openhr eav Republkan from Cslifoma who was among the first to bunch a preadential expkiratoiy committee and run in 
ads in Iowa and New Hampdiirê  has been banvd fiom participating in the event. 

The reason? AcGOidmg to Kaiger, it's because he ĝ y. 

**There is no specific politkal criteria used like other sponsors of debates and fonims use," saki Karger in a statement. **[...] By exchiding 
one possible candklate he [Scheffler] is in fdxX making an Mn-kind* contributkm to all those viio are participating** 

According to Kaiger, Schefiler also sent him a ̂ disturbmgf* email last May, in which he wrote, "[you and the radical homosexual 
conununity want to harass supporters of REAL marriage. I am the Repobliean Natmnal Coimnitteenian for iowa... I will wodc overtime to 
help ensure that yoor political, aspiratkms are aborted right here in Iowa." 

As a respcmse, Kaiger filed an official complaim with the Federal Election Commisskm (FEC) just last week, aigpiing that Scheffler was 
vkilating campaign ffnance laws. He even launched a website, LetFredln.com. vdiere supporters can ̂ gn a petition supportiqg Kaiger's 

. participatton in the foium.' 

When contacted by Ihe Daily Caller, Kaiger saki **No, I'm not going to go if I'm not mvited," but he wasn't goii% to give up on gettiqg an 
invitatkm. 

He even has back-up phne reservatwns to lowa Sunday night. Just in case. 

When asked by ThdXI, why Kaiger was bemg exckided fiom the forum, Scheffler simp^ saki, "Look at our quote on die Iowa 
Independent.** 

Presumably, Scheffler meam this quote that was in the Independent on Feb. 24: **Potential candidates were invited based on an olgective 
criteria uf viability, fiindraising alrility, and prior electoral success with advice from legal counsel. We are in fiill compliance with federal. 
campa^ regplatkms goveming such events." 

Kaiger told TheDC the FEC dkl acknowledge reoehnng the complaint, and the agency promised to issue "some kind of statement" within 
days. 

So far, none of the other participants ni Monday's fonim have expressed support for his efforts, said Kaiger, though Republican Rep. Ron 
Paul of Texas was also excluded from the event four years ago. 
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Five possible Republican candidates for president to attend Iowa 
forum 
By W n i R ^ - I h e Daily Caller 1227 AM03/07/2011 
ADVERTISEMENT 

The Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition is planning to hoU a fiMum for some likehr Republican presidential candidates Monday night 

Fonner House Speaker Newt Gingrich, fomier Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santoium, former Godfiither's Pizza CEO Hennan Cafai, fimner 
Minnesota Gov. Hm Pawlenty, and foimer Louisuuia Gov. Buddy Roemer are all expected to attend the event at the Point of Grace Cfanrch 
m Wailkee, Iowa. Each will he given 10 minutes to addiess the audleno^ which will mclude Teny Branstad die stale's Repiiblicau 

ffl govemor, and more than 600 GOP activists. 

^ Steve Schefiler, a Nattonal Republican committeeman and leader of the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalitkm, has billed the event as 'ihe 
If) largest gatheriiig of |HO-fomiiy, vahies-imnded voters in the qning of 2011." According to their webote, the IFFC is a non-profit, 
^ non-partisan oigsnization that advocates for "int^rity in govemment, high DMMBI values, constittitkmal authority, and Chibtian principtes." 

sr 
Q TheDC reported on Saturday that Cafifomia businessman and potential Republican candklate Fred Kaiger was not uivited to the event 
fSj Kaiger. vAm is openly g^y, says he befieves his sexual orientatkm was the reason for the snub and has filed a complamt with the Federal 
ritf Elections Commisskm. 

Next year's Iowa Caucus will be the first ciwtfest oftiie 2012 preMdential primary season. 

ArtKle printed from The Daily Caller - Breaking News, Opinkm, Research, and Entertainment: bttp://dailycaller.con 

URL to article: http!//daibwaller.coiilA20JI/ll3/D7/five-poraUe-republicaii<andidatcs-̂ ^ 



Iowa's Faith and Freedom Coalition, a leading sodal conservative group in the leadofT caucus 
state, has invited 12 Republican presidential prospects to what so far is the first group foram in 
the state of the 2012 campaign. Ibe event Is set for March 7 at a church in a western Des 
Moines-area suburb. 

The group, headed by Republican National Committee member Steve Scheffler of West Des 
Moines, sent invitations Dec. 31 to Mississippi Gov. Haley Baibour, Indiana Gov. Mitch 
Daniels, fonner U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich, former Aikansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, 
former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, Texas Congressman Ron Paul, former Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty, Indiana Congressman Mike Pence, former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santoram, fonner 

f̂  Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, Soutii Dakota Sen. John Thune. 

Nl 
^ Those 11 often appear on lists of GOP figures weighing 2012 bids. Another, a name increasingly 
rsi popular in tea party circles, is Hennan Cain, the former CEO of Godfather's Pizza. 
Ml 
^ Fonner United Nations Ambassador John Bolton, who has said he is weighing a 2012 campaign, 
^ is expected to receive an invitation to the event, although Iowa Faitii and Freedom Coalition 
fsj planners had not yet sent one. 
vi 

The event, at Point of Grace chiuch in Waukee, is being billed as the first such group gathering 
of 2012 prospects in Iowa, expected to host the leadoff presidential caucuses in a little more than 
a year. The forum is not a debate, but will afiford prospective presidential candidates a chance to 
make a speech to conservative activists. There is<no question and answer session planned for 
those GOP hopefiils who attend. 

Fred Karger, a gay-rights activist and veteran California-based political consultant, complained 
that he was not invited. Karger has visited Iowa five times, formed a presidential exploratory 
committee and hired an Iowa campaign staffer. 

Scheffler said Karger's focus on gay rig|hts makes him a marginal candidate. In Iowa; social and 
evangelical conservatives form the core of Ihe Republican caucus base. 

''He's got one issue and in my opinion that does not make him a serious or legitimate candidate," 
Scheffler said. 

Tagis: Haley Barbour. Hennan Cain. Iowa caucuses. lOwa Faith and Freedom Coalition. John 
Bolton. M t̂f. Hiinlrghaft, Mike Pence. Mitch Danielŝ  mitt romncv. Newt Gingrich. Rick 
Santorum. Ron Paul. Sarah Palin. Tim Pawlentv 
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i Iowa's new generation gap 
I By: iUlaggie Hat)emian 
i iUbrch 9.201109:38 PiM EST 

j DES MOINES, IOWA—A political generatkHi gap among Iowa caucus-goers is emerging 
j as the 2012 campaign gets under way, with many younger voters citing the natbn's fiscal 
; sHualbn as their main focus, while older Republicans cite social issues. 

! Interviews in Iowa this week during the state's first big event ofthe preskiential campaign 
j season, the kiwa Faith and Freedom Coalition fbrum, showed a trend — repeated 

0? 1 references td the economy from voters under the age of fifty. 

^ ̂  ; For these above that line, the majority said a candklate's stand issues like abortkm and 
(4 ; gay marriage were their litmus tests. 

^ r '• Pam Cabway, 40, doscrik>od herself as a "strong Christian' and Is a teacher at a local 
^ ; religtous school, but she promptiy cited "fiscal issues" as what she's watching for right now 
^ • as she starts to scout out her candidates. 
r-i 

• "I hope that we could find someone who's the total package," she said. 

Another attendee at the Faith and Freedom Coalition event, who gave her age as 30 but 
declined fo gh/e her name because she works for the state govemment, said, "I'm not one 
of those [who focuses on only social issues.]... A lot of these people are retired and it's not 

. as big a deal to them if I need a job. They can stay heme and fixate on that goy mamage 
thing." 

"Obviously, our main focus, and really the younger focus, is the debt and the deficit," 
Natalie Ginty, vifho's running for chair of the state federation of college Republicans, said 
shortly after Tim Pawlenty paid a visit to Iowa State University in Ames. 

"We're much more concerned with things that will deal with our future," Ginty saki, adding 
; that a focus on social issues is "net on the agenda for us.... Our discusstons maNy deal 

with talking about the budget and how we are going to improve that." 

But Bob Kaldenberg, 70, saki he favored Pawlenty aad Rrck Santorum bacause of "their 
views arid past history." Santorum, he saki, had always stood out to him for his tkne in the 
U.S. senate fighting against abortkm. 

State GQP chairman Matt Strawn saki he coukl see from personal experience as a 
37-year-old fErther of three how "tenuous finances can be when you have to juggle" the 
concems of family costs such as schools could force that to the foreground. 

"Despite record corn and bean prices, record land prices, we see people that are awfully 
worried," he saki. 

©soi l Capitol NewsCompany, LLC x.iiiis;i\-. 
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by ED KILGORE 
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Enlace SlewePope/Oettrlnages 

Fonner U.S. Sen. Ricic Santorum speaking at Ihe Iowa Farth 
and Freedom CoalKlon on Mortday. Five Republicans 
considering a run fbr president in 2012 presented themseiwes 
to hundreds of acfirisis at the ê rtL 

Ed Kilgore Is a special oorrespondentfbr'Tlne New 
Republic. 

On Monday night, the 2012 Republican priinary 
kicked off in eamest The oocaston was an Iowa 
forum sponsored tiy Ralph Reed's Faith and 
Freedom Coalitkiii, which IS eager to ensure that 
the Christian Right (and Ralph Reed, who is 
launcHng his own comeback) maintains a prominent 
— Indeed, an absokAely overweening — place in 
the dedskxi-makkig process of the GOP. This 
"cattle cair was heM in a brightly cdarod silbortian 
megachurch la Waukae. Iowa, known tocaUy tor 
having a rockkV pastor and praise band. It was a 
strange event. fuO of partisan red meat, but also 

off-kilter due to the fact that several major fguras ki this electtonTs sodal-oonservative psychodrama, Mike 
Huckabee. Mitch Daniels, Sarah Pafin, and Mk:hele Bachnenn, were not In attendance. What the audienoe 
dki witness was an edectte group of conservative sinners Jockeyftig against each other — and the absent 
ghosts Hsted above — in hopes of subtly differentiating themselves ki the eyes of Christian conservatives. 

Obscure talk-show host and former pizza magnate Herman Cain was actually the most natural He 
managed to act as something of a atand-in fbr Sarah Palin and Michele Bachmann, evincing a snug 
synthesis of the old Christian Right and the new Tea Party, and fluently tying together attacks on legalized 
abortkin wilh daims that iberals were trying to tum America into the "United States of Europe." But who 
cared? With several more appealing, more electable Christians waiting ki the wings, his fluency seemed a 
moot point. 

Former House Speaker Newt Gngrich opted lo bury his audienoe ki cNHIngly direct rtietoric about the dash 
between secularism end Christianity. He referred to the oppositnn not as "fberalsr OP "Democrats" bUt es 
"seoter sodalistŝ ; compared the currer< partisan confSct to the liuikiup before the Civil War, and 
promised that two of his first four executive ordere as presklent wouM deal with abortton, while a thkd 
wouM move the U.S. embassy in Israel to Jerusalem (a gaaranteed applause Bne among staunchly 
pro-larael evangelicals). It seemed ahnost enough to distract the audience from his Ie3s-than«teding farrily 

Ex-Senator Rick Santorum spent most of his speech dwelling on his role ki the Right to Life movement, 
even going so far as to declare it a good thkig that Bill Clinton vetoed two bills banning partial-bkth 
abortkms because the procedure's legality served as agitprop for general oppositkm to legalized atxirtton. 
(George W. Bush finally signed a bill on this subjed, which Santorum had originally sponsored.) Had he 
waved a fetus poster right there at the podium, it wouM not have been surpriskig. 

The most unusual speech of the evening was delivered by former Lotisiana Governor Buddy Roemer. best 
known for a failed 1991 re-eledbn campaign that teed up the kifannous "race from hell" runoff between Ed 
Edwards and Davkl Duke (Roemer wryly noted in his speech that he narrowly lost, but Edwards and Duke 
both wound up in the penitentiary). Roomer's shtick is to refuse to accept campaign contributions over 



J $100, and he tried to frame his assault agamst "spedal interest" money as a moral issue, even gokig so far 
as to blast Iowa's bekived ethanol sUbskiy as a symbol of corruptkm and Big Govemment. This attracted 
hearty, charitable applause, of the kkid that brooks no commitment whatsoever. 

Perhaps the most consequential talk of the nigH was g h ^ by Tim Pawlenty. vifho is try k^ to frame himself 
as a good altematMe fbr Christian oonservatMesy bi case their more visceral champnns fail to enter the 
race or to gain tFadkxi He is dearly trying fo figise out the right mode of speaks^ to the RepubBcan base 
without appearing too bland — so this tkne he Just apoto extreine/y /oudfy and quoted as much scripture 
as possble. Pawlenty dkl deftly empkiy one of the Christiao Right's nxist potent dog wlilsties. referring 
imAiple times to the ike ki the Dedaratkm of Indapendenoe which says that people are "endowed by their 
creator" with inalienable rights. (The impficaSon is that reiigton and "natural rights." i.e., the rigMs of the -
unborn or absdute property rights, can be sneaked Into the Constitutkin via their alleged presence ki the 
Declarattoa) Bi4 by and large. Pawlenty dki not manage to give off the vnpression of an ardent ctiture 

^ warrfcir who chews nails for breakfast—something he will have to perfed if he wants to. capitalize on the 
poBtnal opening available for hkn kl 2012. 

N 
N Meanwhile, everyone was liagging on Milch Daniels, who Is kxiking less and less like a viable Iowa 
^ candklate. Early on ni the event, Ralph Reed dkecUy aHuded to Daniels's belief that RepUbficans shoukl 
^ dedaie a "truee" ki the culture wars by trashing it; and oaarly everyone who stood at tha podkm attempted 
! ̂  to make it dear he dklnTt buy the idea that the "Red Menace" of debt — ki Daiiiels's phrase — sheuki 
^ motivate them to atop talkû g about abortton or same-sex marriage or secdarisnk 

The mood of Ralph Reed's fbrum was mstrudive. Rdigtous conservatives are rx>t about to be consigned to 
the background of Republican politics, partictdariy in Iowa where — as Reed reminded the audience— 
they are kl a position to domkiate the caucuses. There was no appetite fbr talk of compromise or diatogue 
with the Democrats, and candkiates ike Daniels, or even Pawlenty, seem like they liight face a 
disadvantage if they do not sharpen their red-meat delivery. After the Tba Party victories of 2010, the 
atnrasphere of tho event waa unabashedly triumphalisl. It was a signal that ooRSorvatives will bb highly 
energized in 2012 —: but perhaps also ovor-confident. 

Related NPR Stories 

- Potential GOP Preskiential Candidates Visit tawa March 8,2011 

- Speculatkm Grows Over 2012 GOP Candklales A/larch 2,2011 
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